THE  EXAMINER 


VOL.  III. 


NEW-YORK,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  31,  1814. 


iV  .  9. 


VVllAT  WILL  CONGRESS  DO? - It  IS  askoil 

by  almost  every  one  I  meet,  what  will  <he 
liartlurd  convention  do  ?  This  is  a  question 
that  no  one  seems  able  to  answer.  So  much 
the  better ;  but  would  it  not  be  quite  as  well 
to  ask,  what  will  congress  do  ?  or  what 
have  they  'done  ?  This  body  was  called  to¬ 
gether  earlier  in  the  season  than  was  rc- 
rj^uired  by  law,  (or  the  purpose  of  relieving 
tlie  nation  from  certain  “  great  and  weighty 
matters',’*  which  at  that  time  pressed  hard 
upon  it.  They  have  now  been  in  session 
inore  ihart  seven  weeks,  and  what  have 
they  done?  Have  they  lifteil  ^ny  of  those 
i/mlterfi  fnnii  the  shoulders  of  the 
nation  ?  Far  from  it.  'I’faey  have  on  the 
Contrary  stutlied  how  to  add  to  burdens 
already  as  grievous  as  unnecessary,  by  lay¬ 
ing  upon  US  a  Conscription.  But  to  relieve 
the  nation  they  have  done  notliing.  The 
tax  bills,  indeed,  have  most  of  them  passed 
tile  lower  house,  and  hard  work  the  workers 
of  our  Congressional  puppets  have  had  to 
get  tliem  so  far;  not  on  account  of  the  op¬ 
position  of  the  minority,  but  because  these 
puppets  feared  that  the  people  would,  in 
their  indignation,  soon  kick  them  to  pieces. 
They  will,  however,  find  hanler  WDrk  when 
they  come  to  collect  them.  The  bank  bills 
and  the  tax  hills,  appear  to  be  the  great 
levers  by  whicli  it  is  intended  to  raise  the 
sunken  credit  of  the  nation.  And  yet,  as 
to  the  hank  project,  it  seems  to  be  given  up 
on  all  hands,  although  it  is  at  the  same  time 
advancing  by  a  zigzag  jirocess,  much  like 
a  Virginia  fence,  to  ultimate  a<loption. — 
This  poor  bill  has  been  bandied  about  from 
p^ar  to  post,  and  from  house  to  house,  un¬ 
til  it  has  lost  all  its  interest,  except  indeed 
among  the  projectors,  and  speculators,  and 
peculators.  But  should  a  bank  be  esta¬ 
blished,  having,  according  to  the  proposed 
plans,  the  debts  which  government  avows  ^ 
its  utter  inability  to  pay  for  the  capital  of 
the  bank  and  in  the  despicable,  though  de-  j 
plorable  bankruptcy,  in  which  the  folly  and ! 
profusion  of  the  administration  has  involv¬ 
ed  the  nation,  it  is  not  unlikely  ;  for  such  is 
the  insanity  pervading  both  parties  in  con¬ 
gress,  that  no  man  has  dared  to  be  virtuous¬ 
ly  singular  enough  to  propose  a  national 
bank,  upon  old  fashioned,  practical,  t-ied 
and  approved  principles,  while  every  one 
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desires  and  strives  to  make  a  bank,  that 
j  shall  either  absorb  the  present  debts  of  a 
I  bankrupt  government,  or  give  it  tiew  cre¬ 
dit  to  an  enormous  amount ;  trying,  in  fact, 
to  build  a  house  that  shall  be  fit  to  go  to 
sea.  I  say,  should  such  a  bank  be  esta¬ 
blished,  it  will  be  a  mere  phantom ;  its 
“  bones  are  marrow  less,”  a  despicable  bub¬ 
ble,  which,  like  a  paper  balloon,  must  burst 
as  soon  as  the  hot  breath  of  legislative  fol¬ 
ly  shall  have  filled  it.  And  in  a  little  lime, 
I  venture  to  predict,  we  shall  see  the  rags 
and  tatters  of  this  same  paper  balloon,  fly¬ 
ing  and  flapping  fn  the  faces  of  the  projec¬ 
tors,  and  speculators,  and  peculators,  and 
those  avaricious  ignoramuses,  *who  may 
have  become  its  dupes.  Taxes,  therefore, 
must,  and  taxes  will  be,  the  grand  panacea 
hy  which  it  will  be  attempted  to  cure  those 
wounds,  “  those  mouthed  wounds,”  each  a 
death  to  cre<lit,  which  the  heedless  wea- 
I>on3  of  impetuous  folly  have  inflicted  upon 
I  it.  But  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  at  this 
late  hour,  even  the  taxes,  enormous  and 
terrible  by  which,  we  the  people,  distressed 
and  impoverished  as  we  are,  must  he  plun¬ 
dered,  can  restore  life  and  action  to  the  trea¬ 
sury  :  it  being,  in  most  cases,  much  more 
dillicult  to  restore  life,  than  to  preserve  ex¬ 
istence.  Thus  the  distress  of  the  nation' 
will  be  certain,  the  attainment  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  objects  at  the  best  uncertain."  For 
the  benefit  of  the  nation,  then,  nothing  has 
yet  been  done  or  attempted.  Will  any* 
thing  he  attempted  for  it? 

It  would  he  easier  to  predict  the  result  of 
the  Hartford  convention,  than  to  answer 
this  question.  It  is  evident  that  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party  has  gone  to  the  end  of  its  tether; 
it  can  proceed  no  furt^ier;  loans  have  fail¬ 
ed,  and  no  more  can  be  had ;  treasury  notes 
have  failed,  and  they  will  not  answer  again; 
and  taxes,  even  if  they  can  be  collecteil, 
will  not  enable  the  administration  to  go  on; 
for  they  cannot  be  laid,  certainly  they  can¬ 
not  be  paid,  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  enormous  and  profligate  expenditures. 
To  attempt  to  carry  on  a  war  against  the 
most  powerful  nation  on  earth,  confiding  in 
the  products  of  direct  taxation,  is  idle;  the 
people  cannot  bear  the  burden  of  such  a 
war  for  a  single  year.  This  our  good  de¬ 
mocrats  know'  very  well;  and  this  is  asotber 
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reason  why  they  handle  the  sflhject  of  tax¬ 
ation  with  such  relactance.  They  know  it 
is  an  unpleasant  subject  with  the  people, 
especially  with  the  li/Cy  fortune  and  sacred 
honour  men.  Taxes  with  them  will  drag 
heavily ;  and  if  they  should  be  laid  to  an 
amount  in  any  degree  commensurate  with 
the  wants  of  the  government,  they  would 
stand  a  chance  to  produce  another  Gallatin 
business  in  some  of  the  southern  or  western 
parts  of  the  union,  if  not  every  w  here  else. 
But  were  the  peo{)le  willing  to  pay  them, 
could  they  pay  them  ?  Are  the  people  in  a 
condition  to  pay  them  ?  How  is  the  assess¬ 
ment  on  this  city  to  be  collected  ?  Can 
tenants  pay  houfeh  rent,  when  they  have  n(» 
business  to  do  ?  Can  landlords  pay  taxes, 
when  their  houses  produce  them  nothing,  or 
less  than  nothing  ?  For  whether  they  are 
occupied  or  not,  they  must  be  kept  in  re¬ 
pair,  or  they  will  soon  be  as  disgusting  a 
heap  of  ruins,  as  the  capitol  itself.  It  is 
not  unreasonable  to  say,  that  should  the 
taxes  be  imposed  to  the  unprecedented,  enor¬ 
mous  and  oppressive  amount  contemplated, 
there  would  not,  nor  could  not,  be  as  much 
collected  in  this  city  under  them,  as  there 
was  under  the  former  laws,  without  the  aid  of 
that  potent  engine,  the  hamnier.  The  taxes 
on  grocers  and  traders,  for  instance,  could  not 
be  paid  :  these  people  would  be  under  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  shutting  up  shop,  as  the  wholesale 
dealers  have;  they  would  therefore  want 
no  licenses.  Many  of  these  people  have 
continued  their  business,  the  year  past, 
without  profit,  encouraged  merely  by  those 
illusory  hopes  of  peace,  which  detained 
them,  as  was  that  fool  wlio  stood  waiting  to 
cross  when  the  stream  should  have  run  by. 
But  they  cannot  go  on  another  year,  let 
their  hopes  be  ever  so  great.  Multitudes 
of  them  must  stop,  and  with  them  must  stop 
this  portion  of  the  revenue.  Peoj)le  who 
have  no  money,  and  no  way  to  earn  it,  can¬ 
not  pay  taxes.  And  though  the  laying  of 
taxes  is  the  only,  and  the  worst  thing  which 
is  attempted  by  congress  for  the  revival  of 
the  expired  and  defunct  credit  of  the  nation, 
it  is  almost  certain  that  the  taxes  will  come 
too  late,  l^he  time  to  raise  money  is  past, 
when  money  is  not  in  the  country,  or  so 
scarce,  as  to  have  increased  twenty  per 
cent,  in  value.  I  might  show  how’  and  why 
most  of  the  other  projected  impositions  will 
and  must  fail ;  but  I  must  defer  it  to  another 
opportunity.  But,  to  my  judgment  it  is 
clear,  that  the  w  retches  who  rule  the  desti¬ 
nies  of  this  country,  have  actually  brought 


the  nation  into  a  situation,  from  which  it  isr 
impossible,  for  them  at  least,  to  extricate  it. 
No  plan  which  they  are  able  to  devise,  can 
help  them  out  of  their  difficulties.  They 
must  sink,  and  the  nation  with  them,  if  bet¬ 
ter  men  cannot  be  procured,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  too,  to  manage  our  alTairs.  And  though 
1  have  been  little  in  the  habit  of  expecting 
relief  from  the  Hartford  convention,  it  can¬ 
not  be  concealed,  that  the  people  nf  New 
England  have  more  rational  ground  of  hope 
from  them,  than  the  rest  of  the  union  from 
Washington. 

Treasury  Notes. — It  has  been  ascer¬ 
tained  as  a  fact  that  the  United  States 
collectors  have,  in  more  instances  than  one, 
refused  to  receive  the  Uiiiteil  States  trea¬ 
sury  notes  in  payment  of  taxjes.  1  know 
one  case,  in  which  a  gentleman  offered  to 
pay  the  taxes  of  a  friemi,  then  out  of  town, 
in  these  notes,  and  it  was  refused. — This, 
some  of  the  administration  men  pretend  to 
excuse,  by  saying  that  the  notes  have  de¬ 
preciated,  and  therefore  are  not  of  the  value 
of  common  bank  notes,  which  constitute  at 
present  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  although  worth  some  seventy  per  cent, 
less  than  specie.  If  an  individual  should 
thus  dishonour  his  own  paper,^  and  offer 
such  a  plea  in  excuse,  it  would  be  consider¬ 
ed  as  adding  insult  to  injury.  The  govern¬ 
ment  has  had  value  received  for  these  notes, 
equal  to  gold  and  silver.  They  have  been 
issued  to  pay  the  sailors  and  soldiers  who 
have  fought  and  hied  to  protect  their  coun¬ 
try.  These  men  entered  the  service  with 
an  idea  that  they  were  to  he  paid  in  gold 
and  silver,  or  the  value  thereof.  Can  the 
administration  say  to  the  men  who  have 
given  them  the  value  of  their  notes  at  par, 
that  since  tliey  have  depreciated  hy  the 
mismanagement,  profusion  and  profligacy  of 
that  very  administration,  you  shall  make 
good  to  us  the  depreciation  which  we  have 
occasioned,  dr  we  will  not  receive  them  ; 
Can  they  say  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army,  or  the  officers  and  sailors  of  the 
navy,  though  w  e  promised  you  gold  and  sil¬ 
ver  for  your  services,  yet  we  will  tender 
you  a  depreciated  currency,  and  you  shall 
accept  that  at  par  or  have  nothing,  but  w  hen 
you  ow^e  ua,  we  will  refuse  it  ? — Would  this 
he  justice  ? — No. — The  government  is 
holden  to  make  good  their  notes,  and  if  they 
will  not  pass  hut  at  a  discount,  they  ought 
to  pay  the  discount  themselves.  Injustice 
they  ought;  and  not  less  in  polie^.  But 
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how  can  we  raagiiify  the  wickedness,  which 
refuses  to  tlo justice,  the  folly  which  strives 
to  hack  and  destroy  the  only  miserable  prop 
which  affords  it  the  least  support.  The  last 
effort  of  bilnkrupt  ingenuity  produced  the 
treasury  notes,  and  it  is  now  employed,  in 
the  most  effectual  manner,  to  destroy  their 
currency. 

For  the  Examineiu 

Mr.  Editor,  j 

I  am  an  old  man ;  I  remember  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  war,  and  w  hat  we  suffered  in  that 
contest ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  w  rite  about 
liiat;  though  a  history  of  that  struggle 
might  not  be  unentertaining  to  your  read- 1 
ers :  but  1  repeat  it,  I  am  not  going  to 
write  about  that.  I  am  going  to  tell  you 
some  of  my  disappointments.  You  must 
know  1  was  always  a  federalist ;  and  how 
could  I  be  otherwise.  I  fought  under  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  i  defy  any  honest  man  who  ever 
saw  that  great  father  of  our  country  to  be 
en}’^  thing  but  a  federalist.  1  never  dis¬ 
guised  my  sentiments,  and  I  always  gave 
ray  vote  for  federal  men,  because  I  liked  ! 
federal  measures;  but  I  uiever  quarrelled 
with  my  democratic  neighbours.  Indeed  I 
thought  some  of  my  political  friends  went 
much  too  far  in  their  zeal  against  the  oppo¬ 
site  party.  For  I  thought  there  was  no 
great  difference  in  the  men ;  I  only  consi¬ 
dered  one  as  the  ins  and  the  other  as  the 
ouls,  but  1  supposed  either  f)arty  would  ad¬ 
minister  the  government  with  propriety,  as 
1  knew  it  would  be  their  interest  to  do  so. 
And  when  the  democratic  party  came  into 
power  I  laughed  at  my  federal  neighbours 
when  they  expressed  their  fears  that  the 
country  would  be  ruined.  '  I  told  them  the 
country  was  in  the  highest  state  of  prospe¬ 
rity  which  it  ever  experienced ;  and  no¬ 
thing  could  prevent  its  progressing  in  wealth 
and  happiness.  That  the  government  was 
so  well  organized  and  in  such  a  flourishing 
state,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
stop  its  veels^  as  the  great  arch  traitor  once 
said.  I  told  my  friends  that  though  the 
men  who  had  obtained  the  administration 
of  affairs,  might  be  knaves,  (I  meant  politi¬ 
cal,  for  I  did  not  then  dream  that  they  were 
any  other,)  though  they  might  be  knaves, 
they  were  not  fools.  And  though  they 
might  not  be  capable  of  forming  a  system 
of  government,  yet,  as  they  had  one  formed 
to  their  hand,  and  in  full  operation,  they 
would  have  sense  enough  to  go  on  as  their 
predecessors  had  done,  and  the  country 


w  ould  continue  to  flourish  the  same  as  while 
it  was  under  the  federal  administrations. 
One  of  my  neighbours  who  held  an  office 
under  the  government,-  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by. president  Washington,  and  who 
w'as  turned  out  when  Jefferson  came  into 
power,  predicted  that  the  country  would  be 
ruined.  He  told  me  I  might  depend  upon 
it  that  the  present  constitution  would  not 
be  able  to  hold  out  against  such  a  set  of 
weak  and  wicked  men.  The  country,  said 
he,  is  undone.  I  may  not  live  to  see  the 
final  dissolution  of  the  nation,  but  is  proba¬ 
ble  you  will ;  you  will  then'remeraber  w  hat 
I  tell  you.  1  almost  insulted  him  for  his 
predictions.  I  told  him  he  identined  him¬ 
self  wilh  the  nation,  and  because  he  was 
ruined  by  the  loss  of  his  office,  he  supposed 
the  nation  would  perish  of  course.  I  am 
sorry,  said  I, for  you, but  you  need  not  mourn 
for  tlie  nation.  Jett’erson,  although  he  may 
persecute  the  individuals  who  have  opposeti 
his  election,  will  take  good  care  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  it  is  his  interest  so  to  do,  and  as  it  is 
a  thing  very  easily  done,  there  is  not  the 
least  danger.  My  friend  shook  his  head* 
I  tell  you,  said  he,  that  if  you  live  to  the 
common  age  of  man,  you  will  change  your 
opinion.  The  nation,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,  will  be  ruined ;  it  cannot  long  exist  un¬ 
der  such  an  administration.  When  an  at¬ 
tempt  w  as  made  to  destroy  the  navy,  which 
had  been  established  under  the  federal  ad¬ 
ministration,  I  was  a  little  alarmed;  but  I 
consoled  myself,  that  this  was  only  the  pa¬ 
roxysm  of  thelnioment,  and  would  soon  sub¬ 
side.  When  attacks  began  to  be  made  on 
commerce,  my  fears  began  to  increase ;  and 
when  I  saw  the  commerce,  and  with  it  the 
revenue  of  the  country  actually  dried  up 
by  embargoes,  non-intercourses,  &c.  &c.  I 
began  to  fear  that  the  predictions  of  my" 
friend  w’ould  he  fulfilled ;  and  1  could  not 
help  begging  his  pardon  for  what  I  had  said 
to  him.  When  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  was  destroyed,  I  became  satisded 
that  the  nation  was  actually  in  danger.  My 
friend  died  soon  after  that  event,  but  he 
lived  to  have  an  acknowledgment  from  me 
that  he  was  right,  and  that  1  was  deceived. 
What  woiikl  he  have  said  had  he  lived  to 
this  day  ?  He  would  have  had  the  mourn¬ 
ful  consolation  to  see  his  predictions  fulfill- 
e^l,  and  more  than  fulfilled.  He  could  have 
said,  however,  that  it  was  not  through  his 
neglect  that  the  calamity  had  come  upon 
his  country,  for  he  had  always  done  all  in 
his  power  in  opposition  to  the  destroyers  of 
the  nation.  But  this  consolation  I  har^ 
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not.  Though  [  always  votci!  against  them 
whenever  1  did  vote,  I  did  not  think  the 
country  in  any  great  danger,  should  they 
succeed  in  getting  into  power ;  hut  1  was 
deceived,  sorely  deceived !  1  have  been 
disappointed  in  all  my  calculations.  Insteatl 
of  seeing  my  country  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  prosperous  of  any  nation  in  the 
world,  which  I  fondly  hoped  to  do,  1  have 
lived  to  see  it  the  most  miserable,  poor,  and 
despised.  A  terrible  and  ruinous  war  on 
one  hand,  a  war  without  au  object,  aud 
seemingly  to  be  without  end  ;  the  nation 
bankrupt,  and  the  sources  of  revenue  dried 
lip ;  heavy  taxes  laid  on  the  peofile,  who, 
by  the  deslruclioii  of  commcice,  are  cut  off 
from  the  means  of  paying  them;  in  fact, 
every  evil  which  cair  befal  a  nation  is 
staring  iio  in  the  face.  This  is  the  situation 
into  which  these  men  have  brought  us,  and 
from  which  they  are  unable  to  extricate  us; 
and  what  is  worse  than  all,  there  appears 
to  be  no  way  to  get  rid  of  those  men.  I'lie 
people  who  put  them  there  are  determined 
to  keep  them  there,  let  the  consequences  be 
what  they  may  ;  so  that  there  seems  to  be 
no  hope  for  the  nation :  it  is  in  ruins,  and 
in  rains  it  is  like  to  remain. 

I  shall  close  this  long  letter,  Mr.  Editor, 
for  it  ig  a  subject  too  serious  to  dwelt  upon ; 
as  I  confess  to  you  1  almost  despair  of  the 
republic.  1  may  write  you  again  at  some 
future  day,  when  1  have  some  faint  hopes 
that  I  may  have  a  more  pleasing  subject ; 
at  present  1  conclude,  after  wishing  you 
success  in  the  publication  of  your  useful 
work. 

Yours,  Ac. 

A  COUNTRY  FARMER. 

^  REPORT 

ej  the  conunittee  of  investigation 

ON  THE  CAPTURE  OF  W^VS^INGTON. 

(Continued,) 

On  tlie  17th  of  August,  General  Wiuder  makes 
a  requisition  on  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  one  regiment,  to  march  forthwith  to  the  city 
of  Washington;  and  on  the  day  following,  in 
consequence  of  large  reinforcements  of  the  ene¬ 
my  in  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  he  calls  for  the 
whole  5,000  Pennsylvania  militia,  by  virtue  of  his 
previous  authority.  The  .5,000  were  ordered  out, 
to  rendezvous  at  York,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
5th  of  September;  of  course,  not  in  time  to  give 
any  aid  on  the  occasion  for  which  they  were  call¬ 
ed,  nor  was  General  Winder’s  letter  of  the  18th 
received  by  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  until 
the  evening  of  tlie  23d. 


Correspondence  the  secretary  of  war  and  Qtne^ 
ral  H  inder. 

On  the  18tli  of  August,  General  Winder,  in  a 
IclU  r  to  the  secretary  of  war,  states,  that  in  con** 
sequence  of  the  acceptance  of  the  2d  regiment 
drafted  from  General  Smith’s  division,  under  the 
requisition  of  April,  for  part  of  the  requisition  of 
the  4tlj  of  July,  the  impracticability,  besides  im¬ 
propriety,  of  calling  any  portion  of  tlie  drafted 
militia  from  the  eastern  shore  of  31aryland,  aud 
the  necessity  of  leaving  all  the  men  immediately 
upon  the  bay,  aud  low  down  on  the  rivers  of  the 
western  shore,  for  local  defence;  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  Maryland  ilrafts  to  lie  assembled  at 
Bladensbnrgh,  instead  of  being  3,000  would  net 
much  exceed  as  many  iiiindred ;  yet  he  would 
require  the  governor  to  order  out  all  the  drafts 
that  could  possibly  be  spared  from  the  three  lower 
brigades  on  the  western  sliore  ;  but  as  the  w  hole 
number  drafted  on  the  western  shore,  exclusive 
of  the  brigade  draw  n  from  General  Smith’s  divi¬ 
sion,  did  not  amount  to  1,500  men,  he  did  not  ex¬ 
pect  more  than  1,000  under  the  second  oixler  of 
the  government,  that  of  the  4tli  of  July.  The 
most  immediate  and  convenient  resource  to  sup¬ 
ply  this  deliciency,  was  to  take  tlie  militia  drawn 
out  under  the  state  authority  and  assenihlcd  at 
Annapolis,  to  the  amount  of  l,iXX),  into  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  tbe  Uiiiteii  Slates,  and  to  call  on  Pciiii- 
sylvaiiia  for  one  regiment,  wiiicli  would  make  his 
militia  between  2,000  and  3,000  men,  besides  the 
two  regiments  from  General  Smitli’s  division. 

I  In  answer  to  this  letter,  the  secretary  of  war, 
in  a  letter  of  tlie  ICtli  of  August,  authorizes  Ge¬ 
neral  Winder  to  take  into  the  service  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  tlie  Mai’vlaiid  militia  then  at  Anna¬ 
polis,  or  elsewhere,  that  had  been  called  out  un¬ 
der  the  state  authority,  as  pait  ol*  the  quota  re¬ 
quired  by  the  order  of  the  4th  of  July. 

Correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  war  with  the 
governors  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Vir^ 
ginia. 

Oil  the  27th  of  July  the  governor  of  Maryland 
states,  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  that  in 
conformity  to  the  request  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  in  the  requisition 
of  the  4th,  a  detachment  of  5,5()0  iiifaiitiy  and 
600  artillery  was  directed  to  be  organized  and 
held  in  readines  to  move  at  tlic  shortest  notice ; 
and  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
General  Winder,  for  calling  into  the  field  3,000 
drafts  of  the  Maryland  militia,  by  direction  of 
the  president,  the  whole  of  the  draffs  from  the 
western  shore,  about  3,500  infantry,  had  been 
ordered  to  embody.  He  speaks  of  tlie  exposed 
situation  of  the  western  shore,  bordering  upon 
the  bay,  and  presumes  that  the  draffs  from  that 
section  of  the  country  would  not  be  drawn  away, 
and  expects  Baltimore  will  be  unwilling  to  have 
any  force  withdrawn  from  tliat  place,  by  which 
any  aid  might  be  expected.  These  considera¬ 
tions  had  induced  the  order  for  the  3,500  men ; 
this  force  was  to  be  emboilied  and  moved  on  the 
shortest  route  to  Bladensbnrgh  ;  that  the  artille¬ 
ry  of  the  state  was  about  900  men,  two  thirds  in 
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Bailimore ;  it  would  create  uneasiuess  to  take 
Ifom  that  place  400,  the  proportion,  and  he  h^id 
suspended  that  order  until  General  Smith  should 
have  some  communication  with  the  secretary  of 
war.  In  a  letter  of  the  20tli  July,  General  Win¬ 
kler  made  the  requisition  on  the  governor  of 
Maryland  for  the  3,000  militia,  ui’ging  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  having  them  assembled  and  in  service 
with  .the  least  possible  delay  ;  and  on  the  5th  of 
August,  the  goverimr  of  Maryland  infonmed  Ge¬ 
neral  Winder,  by  letter,  that  his  demand  for 
3,000  drafts  could  not  be  complied  with,  with¬ 
out  the  brigade  in  service  at  Bakimore,  from 
General  Smith’s  division ;  that  the  draits  from 
one  brigade  alone  were  utulcr  marching  orders, 
the  orders  for  the  march  of  those  lying  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Potomac  havUig  been  suspend¬ 
ed. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  Mr.  Boilieu,  secretary  of 
slate  for  Pennsylvania,  acknowledges  Uie  re<  eipt 
of  the  communication  from  the  war  department, 
containing  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July, 
tor  14,000  Pennsylvania  inihtia,  which  was  for¬ 
warded  by  express  to  the  governor,  who  was 
absent  at  Selim’s  Grove,  with  assuraiices  that 
the  governor  would  execute  with  promptness 
the  requisition  of  the  general  government.  On 
the  25th  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  directs 
the  secretary  Boilieu  to  inform  the  secretary  of 
war,  that  general  orders  had  been  issued  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July ; 
explains,  as  before,  the  ditbciilties  resulting  from 
the  militia  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  relies  on 
the  patriotism  and  voluntary  services  of  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

On  the  1  Uh  of  July,  the  deputy  adjutant  ge¬ 
neral  of  Virginia  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
the  communication  from  the  war  department, 
containing  the  requisition  of  the  4th,  and  en¬ 
closed  to  the  secretary  of  war  the  general  orders 
issued  by  the  governor  of  Virginia  on  the  22d  of 
June,  placing  in  readiness  a  provisional  force  of 
15,000  men  and  upwards  to  repel  sudden  inva¬ 
sions,  and  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  and  the 
jioints  ot  rendezvous  designated,  but  not  organi¬ 
zed  upon  the  military  establishment  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  StiUes.  nor  for  a  longer  term  than  three 
months,  which,  with  other  considerations,  pre¬ 
vented  the  acceptance  of  any  part  of  those  state 
troops  ;us  a  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  j 
the  general  governmeiiL  The  secretary  of  war 
was  apprized  in  this  letter  also,  that  the  whole 
of  the  Virginia  troops,  then  held  m  readiness,  i 
would  bo  furnished  with  arras  and  ammunition 
by  the  state  of  Virginia;  and  on  the  18th  the 
secretary  of  war  informs  the  governor  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  that  2,000  of  the  requisition  upon  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  militia  would  be  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  General  Winder,  as  commander  of  the  10th 
military  district. 

Having  presented  a  condensed  view  of  the 
measures  of  the  cabinet;  the  correspondence 
between  the  commanding  officer  and  the  war 
department ;  the  governors  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  and  the  commanding  general;  the 
correspondence  with  the  governors  pf  Pennsyl¬ 


vanIa,  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  the  secretary 
of  war,  in  regard  to  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of 
July,  it  will  now  be  proper  to  present  some 
facts  connected  with  the  movements  and  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  commanding  general  up  to  the  re¬ 
vocation  of  his  command. 

Tow?.rds  the  close  of  the  month  of  Jdne,  the 
secretary  of  w  ar  gave  to  General  Wimler  the  first 
intimation  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  consti¬ 
tute  a  new  military  district,  embracing  tlie  coun¬ 
try  now'  composing  the  10th  military  district,  and 
that  the  president  intended  to  invest  him  with  its 
command.  On  the  4th  or  5lh  of  July,  be  receiver! 
notice  of  his  appointment  to  the  lOtJi  military  dis¬ 
trict,  and  the  order  creating  it ;  proceeded  to 
Wasiiington  and  called  on  tlie  secretary  of  w  ar, 
who  enumerated  the<’cgidar  force  as  before  sup¬ 
posed  to  amonnt/to  1,000  or  1,200;  the  residue 
of  his  command  to  bo  composed  of  militia  to  be 
drafted,  and  was  shown  the  circular  to  certain 
states,  making  the  requisition  of  the  4th.  lie 
then  returned  to  Baltimore,  and  after  writing  tlie 
letter  of  the  9th,  proceeded  to  Annapolis  to  ex¬ 
amine  it  and  to  explore  the  lOlh  military  district 
generally.  The  better  oi* the  12th  from  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  war,  w'iks  not  received  until  lie  went  to 
Annapolis  to  Upper  Marlborough,  and  back  to 
Annapolis.  On  the  17th,  at  Nottingham,  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  proceeding  up 
the  Patuxent ;  wrote  to  the  secretaiy  of  war,  and 
to  General  West,  adv  ising  him  to  call  out  the  mi- 
liLia  of  the  county.  The  detachment  of  the  36th 
andpSth  regiments  was  ordered  from  South  river 
to  Nottingham,  and  tluee  companies  of  city  mi¬ 
litia  were  despatched  to  him  promptly.  On  the 
25tli  visited  Fort  Washington;  and  on  the  1st  of 
August  fixed  his  permanent  headquarters  at  the 
city  of  Washinglbn ;  viewed  and  inspected  the 
district  militia.  Tlie  people  of  St.  Mary’s  and 
Charles  had  become  importunate  for  aid  and  pror 
tection,  and  in  ebcdience  to  the  wish  of  the  pre¬ 
sident,  the  36th  ami  3Gth  were  ordered  down  to 
uiii.e  with  Geneial  Stew’art;  but  the  enemy  ha¬ 
ving  retired,  t;his  detachment  was  encamped  at 
Piscataway.  He  understood  by  letters  from  Gc- 
neial  Smith  at  Baltimore,  and  the  governor  of 
Maryland, 'that  Stansbury’s  brigade,  upon  appli¬ 
cation  of  General  Smith,  had  been  accepted  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  as  pait  of  the  quota  ol* 
Maryland  militia,  under  requisition  of  the  4th  ot* 
July.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  Augitst, 
Tliursday,  intelligence  was  received  from  the 
observatory  at  Point  Look  Out,  that  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  17th,  Uie  enemy  's  fleet  off  that  place 
had  been  reinforced  by  a  formidable  squadron  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  various  sizes.  I'he  command¬ 
ing  general  immediately  made  requisitions  on  tlie 
governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  variouf 
officers  of  militia,  and  the  militia  of  the  district 
of  Columbia  were  ordered  out  en  masse. 

On  the  I9th,  General  Winder,  in  a  letter  tt>  the 
secretary  of  war,  submitted  several  propositions 
to  the  president 1st.  Would  it  not  he  expe¬ 
dient,  under  the  direction  of  the  navy  <iepartmcut, 
to  have  vessels  ready  to  he  sunk  in  the  Potomac, 
at  Fort  Washington  or  other  points,  at  a  ipQ- 
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raent’s  waming,  to  obstruct  the  navigation  ? — 
2d.  Would  it  not  be  proper  to  put  all  the  boats, 
whicli  can  be  propelled  by  oare,  that  ai’e  at  the 
city  ot*  Washington,  under  the  cominand  of  the 
navy  at  Fort  Washington,  to  transport  troops  as 
events  may  require? — 3d.  Would  it  not  be  con- 
venioiit  to  put  the  marine  corps  into  service  ?  at 
all  events,  to  cause  them  to  be  in  readiness  to  re¬ 
inforce  Port  Washington  at  a  moment’s  notice, 
or  to  be  applied  as  events  require  to  any  point  of 
defence  ? — 4th.  That  the  force  under  Commo¬ 
dore  jBai^iey,  may  co-operate  with  the  command- 
iiii  general,  in  case  of  the  abandonment  of  tlie 
fl'diPa. 

On  the  same  day  the  secretary  of  war,  in  a  let¬ 
ter,  states,  that  the  propositions  had  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  president,  and  General  Winder  is 
referred  to  the  navy  department  on  the  subject 
of  the  propositions  relating  to  the  means  in  that 
department.  General  Winder’s  call  upon  the 
militia  en  masse,  is  aporoved  ;  and  on  the  same 
day  the  secretary  of  war,  in  a  letter  to  General 
Winder,  advises,  that  the  cavalry  bo  pushed 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy  without 
delay,  if  he  indicated  an  attack  upon  the  city 
of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  off 
all  horses  and  cattle,  and  all  supplies  of  forage, 
&c.  in  their  route.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be 
lost.  Colonel  Monroe,  with  Captain  Thornton’s 
troop  of  horse,  proceeded  to  find  and  reconnoi¬ 
tre  the  enemy  on  Friday  the  19th  ;  on  the  same 
day  the  militia  of  Georgetown  and  the  city  of 
Washington,  under  General  Smith,  were  mus¬ 
tered.  On  Saturday  the  20th,  this  and  some 
other  forces  commenced  their  line  of  march 
towards  Benedict  about  one  o’clock,  and  en¬ 
camped  that  night  about  four  miles  from  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  on  the  road  to  Upper 
Marlborough.  On  this  day  Colonel  Monroe  com¬ 
municated  the  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the 
enemy  at  Benedict  in  force.  Same  day  Colo¬ 
nel  Tilman  and  Captain  Caldwell,  with  their 
commands  of  horse,  were  ordered  and  (fes- 
patebed  to  annoy  the  enemy,  impede  his  march, 
to  remove  and  destroy  forage  and  provisions  be¬ 
fore  the  enemy. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  21st,  the  troops 
were  mustered,  and  the  articles  of  war  read  to 
them.  At  12  o’clock  the  marines  under  Cap¬ 
tain  Miller  joined  the  army ;  the  regulars  of  the 
36th  and  38th  also  joined  at  the  Wood  yard, 
seven  miles  in  advance,  to  which  the  main  body 
of  our  troops  were  marched  and  encamped  on 
Sunday  night.  Two  fetters  from  Colonel  Mon¬ 
roe,  on  the 21st,  one  stating  that  he  had  viewed 
the  enemy  near  Benedict,  enumerated  27  square 
rigged  vessels,  some  bay  craft  and  barges  ;  the 
other  dated  from  Nottingham,  staling  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  enemy  upon  that  place  by  land 
and  water ;  and  recommending  the  command¬ 
ing  general  to  despatch  500  or  600  men  to  fall 
upon  the  enemy.  Colonel  Monroe  and  Colonel 
Beall  both  Joined  the  army  at  night,  and  gave 
an  account  that  the  enemy  had  been  viewed  by 
them.  Colonel  Beall  calculated  that  he  had 
seen  4,000,  without  supposing  be(bahl  seen  all. 


Colonel  Monroe  estimated  the  enemy  at  aboert 
6,000.  Captain  Herbert  joins  with  his  troop ; 
Colonel  Lavall  had  joined  with  two  companies 
of  cavalry  on  the  day  previous ;  the  enemy  re¬ 
mained  at  Nottingham,  except  an  advance  de¬ 
tachment  about  three  miles  from  town.  Mon¬ 
day  the  22d,  early  in  the  morning  a  light  de¬ 
tachment  was  ordered  to  meet  the  enemy,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  36th  and  38tli ;  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  Scott,  Colonel  Davall’s  cavalry,  and  three 
companies  from  the  brigade  of  General  Smith, 
under  command  of  Mdjo**  Feter,  viz.  his  own 
company  of  artillery,  Captain  Stull’s  rifle  corps 
and  Captain  Davidson’s  light  infantry.  This 
detachment  marched  on  the  road  to  Notting¬ 
ham,  about  9  o’clock;  the  remainder  of  the 
army  marched  ai)out  one  mile  in  advance  to  an 
elevated  position ;  the  commanding  general 
with  his  staff*,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Monroe, 
proceeded  in  advance  to  reconnoitre  the  march* 
of  the  enemy.  Commodore  Barney  had  joined 
the  army  with  his  flotilla  men,  besides  tlie  ma¬ 
rines  under  Captain  Miller;  the  horse  prece¬ 
ded  the  advance  detachment  of  our  forces,  met 
the  enemy,  and  retired  belbre  them.  I’his  in¬ 
duced  the  advance  corps  to  take  a  position  to 
impede  the  march  of  the  enemy  ;  but  the  ad¬ 
vance  detachment  was  ordered  to  retrograde 
and  join  the  main  body  of  the  army  that  had 
remained  some  hours  in  line  of  battle,  expect¬ 
ing  the  enemy  to  come  that  route  to  the  city, 
but  who  took  the  roatl  to  Upper  Marlborough, 
turning  to  his  right  after  having  come  within  a 
few  miles  of  our  forces;  upon  which  the  com¬ 
manding  general  fell  back  with  his  whole  forces 
to  the  Battalion  Old-fiehls,  about  8  miles  from 
Marlborough,  and  the  same  distance  from  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  Washington.  At  this  time  heavy  explosions 
in  the  direction  of  Marlborough  announced  the 
destruction  of  the  flotilla  under  command  of 
commodore  Barney.  The  enemy  arrived  at  l/^»- 
per  Marlborough  about  2 o’clock,  and  remained 
there  until  late  next  day,  to  be  joined,  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed,  by  the  dalacimient  of  the  enemy  which 
had  been  sent  against  the  flotilla. 

The  commanding  general  proceeded  to  Marl¬ 
borough,  and  tbund  the  enemy  enca:np<^d  ;  seve¬ 
ral  prisoners  taken,  gave  information  that  the 
enemy  would  remain  in  that  position  until  next 
day;  and  after  making  observations  of  theene*. 
my  till  the  close  of  the  day,  General  Winder 
returned  to  the  array.  Late  in  the  evening  of 
this  day  the  president,  with  the  secretaries  of 
war  and  navy  and  the  attorney  general,  joined 
General  Winder  at  the  Battalion  Old-fields, 
and  remained  with  him  till  Uie  evening  of  the 
23d.  In  tlie  morning  the  troops  were  drawn  up 
and  reviewed  by  the  president.  The  most  con- 
tradictoiy  reports  prevailed  as  to  the  movements 
and  force  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was  doubtful  in 
camp  whether  Annapolis,  foil  Washington,  with 
^  view  to  co-operate  with  his  naval  forces,  or  the 
city  of  Washington,  was  his  object.  As  to  num¬ 
bers,  rumours  vibrated  from  4,000‘to  12,000 1 
tlie  best  opinion  was  from  5  to  7,000.  Our  forces 
at  Uiis  time,  at  the  Old  Fiejds,  are  variously  estw 
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joated,  no  material  diflference,  at  about 

3,000  men,  in  the  lollowing  corps:  about  400 
horse,  under  the  command  of  the  following  offi¬ 
cers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lavall,  Colonel  Til- 
man,  Captains  Caldwell,  Thornton,  Herbert, 
Williams,  &c.  400  regular  troops,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  viz.  3Cth, 
38th,  and  Captain  Morgan’s  company  of*  the  12th 
infantry ;  600  marines  and  flotilla  men  under 

Commodore  Barney  and  Captain  Miller,  with 
five  pieces  qf  heavy  artillery — two  18  pounders 
and  three  12  pounders  :  1,800  militia  and  volnn- 
ieers.  General  Smith’s  brigade  of  Georgetown 
and  city  militia,  and  Maryland  militia  under 
Colonel  Kramer,  of  which  tliere  were  two  com¬ 
panies  of  artillery  under  Captain  Burch  and  Ma¬ 
jor  Peter,  witli  six  6  pounders  each,  making  an 
aggregate  of  3,200,  with  17  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  enemy  was  without  cavalry,  and  had  2  small 
field  pieces  and  one  howitzer,  drawn  by  men ; 
and  the  whole  country  w  ell  calculated  for  de¬ 
fence,  skirmishing,  and  to  impede  the  march  of 
an  enemy. 

The  enemy  remained  at  Upper  Marlborougii 
till  after  12  o’clock ;  about  which  time.  General 
IVinder  again  ordered  the  detachment  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  and  Major  Peter  to 
advance  and  meet  the  enemy  if  he  should  be 
found  advancing,  or  to  attack  his  positions. — 
About  tliis  time,  12  o’clock  some  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  from  the  inform  iticn  given  by  them 
and  the  observations  of  tiie  videttes.  General 
Winder  was  induced  £o  believe  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  remain  stationary  for  the  day,  which 
induced  him  to  think  of  uniting  with  him  the 
forces  at  Bladensburgh,  and  despatched  oniers 
to  General  Stansbury,  and  other  coi  ps  at  Bladens¬ 
burgh,  to  move  direct  for  Upper  Marlborough, 
and  proceeded  himself  tow'ards  Bladt'usburgh,  to 
meet  and  hiii  ry  on  the  forces  to  form  a  junction. 
\V"hen  General  Winder  left  the  command  with 
General  Smith,  and  proceeded  towards  Bladens¬ 
burgh,  with  several  troops  of  cavalry,  he  left  or¬ 
ders  that  tlie  advance  corps  should  march  upon 
the  enemy,  and  annoy  him  by  all  possible  means 
if  in  march,  or  if  not,  then  in  his  positions ;  and 
.if  he  advanded  upon  Bladensburgh.  General 
.Smith,  with  the  main  body,  should  fall  upon  his 
flank,  or  be  governed  by  circumstances  in  other 
movements. 

Captain  Caldwell  joined  the  advance  corps  at 
2  o’clock,  P.  M.  An  express  brought  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  enemy  had  letl  Upper  Marll>o- 
I'ough ;  that  our  advance  had  met  the  enemy 
about  six  miles  in  advance  of,  our  forces,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  skirmish,  in  which  Captain  Stull’s  compa¬ 
ny  had  about  four  or  five  rounds,  was  compelled 
to  retreat,  and  that  the  enemy  was  advancing. 
One  of  the  aids  of  General  Smith  w  as  despatch¬ 
ed  for  General  Winder;  the  whole  army  was 
placed  ill  a  favourable  attitude  of  defence,  in 
which  position  it  continued  until  about  sunset^ 
when  General  Winder,  w’ho  had  arrived  some 
time  previous,  ordered  the  army  to  march  to  the 
city  of  Washington. 


The  enemy  w’as  about  three  miles  distant,  and 
remained  there  that  night.  Having  remained 
there  till  the  going  down  of  tfie  sun,  the  retreat 
to  the  city  was  induced  by  several  considiTations, 

I  stated  by  the  commanding  general.  1st.  To  effect 
i  a  union  of  his  whole  forces.  2d.  The  fear  of  a 
night  attack,  from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy, 
and  want  ot  discipline  in  his  troops.  And,  3d* 
In  a  night  attack  his  superiority  in  artillery  could 
not  be  used.  The  march  of  our  army  to  the  city 
was  extremely  rap  id  and  precipitate,  and  orders 
occasionaJiy  given  to  captains. of  companies  to 
j  hurry  on  the  men,  who  were  extremely  fatigued 
and  exhausted  before  the  camping  ground  was 
reached,  near  the  Easteiii  Branch  bridge,  within 
the  district  of  Columbia. 

General  Stansbury  had  arrived  at  Bladensburgh 
on  tile  22«),  and  the  .5th  Baltimore  regiment,  in* 
eluding  the  artillery  and  rifle  corps,  on  the  even*^ 
ing  of  the  i’3d  ;  and  at  12  o’clock  jit  night,  colo¬ 
nel  Monroe,  in  passing  through  Bladensburgh  tp 
file  city  of  W ashington,  advised  general  Stansbury 
to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy  forthwith,  as 
it  was  understood  that  he  was  in  motion  for  the 
city.  General  Stansbury  having  been  ordered  to 
take  post  at  Bladeiisburgli,  did  not  think  was  at 
liberty  to  leave  it ;  but  independent  of  this  con¬ 
sideration,  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  under  colonel 
^Sterret,  made  it  inipracticdble. 

It  is  here  proper  to  state  that  on  the  22d,  tlie 
seendary  of  w  ar  in  a  letter  to  general  Winder, 
which  closes  their  written  coininunications  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  24tli,  except  a  short  note  of  that 
morning,  states,  that  he  had  ordered  general 
D(>ugl'<is.s  to  march  with  his  command  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  w  ithont  seeking  a  rendezvous  with  general 
Hungerford  ;  that  a  detachment  of  the  12th  in¬ 
fantry  had  arrived ;  that  it  should  be  armed, 
equipped  and  inarched  to  the  Wood-yard ;  that 
the  Baltbnore  brigade  would  arrive  at  Bladena- 
biiigii  that .  day ;  and  suggests  the  propriety  Pf 
throwing  Barney’s  seamen  and  some  other  ti*oop6 
on  the  right  of  Nottingham,  a  demonstration 
which  would  menace  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and 
his  communication  with  his  shipping,  which 
would,  if  not  stop,  much  retard  his  progress. 
On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  in  a  short  note  to 
the  secretary  of*  war,  general  Winder  says,  the 
information  up  the  river  is  threatening ;  Barney 
or  some  other  force  should  occupy  the  batteiies 
at  Greenleaf’s  point  and  Navy  Yard,  and  wishes 
counsel  from  the  government  or  the  secretary  of 
war.  Upon  this  note  there  »  an  endorsement  in 
the  handwriting  of  general  Armstrong  to  this 
effect;  “  went  to  general  Winder,  saw  no  neces¬ 
sity  for  ordering  Barney  to  Greenleaf’s  point  or 
navy  yard,  advised  the  commodore  to  join  Uie 
army  at  Bladensburgh,  and  ordered  Minor’s  re¬ 
giment  to  that  place.” 

On  the  21st,  late  at  night,  colonel  Tayloe  ar» 
rived  in  the  city  from  the  Northern  Neck,  where 
he, had  been  charged  with  orders  in  relation  to 
the  Virginia  drafts,  and  reported  himself  to  ge¬ 
neral  Armstrong,  who  issued  the  following  gene- 
ral  order : 
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“WAR  DEPARTMENT,  AUtlUST  22,  1814. 

12  o’clock. 

“  General  Order. 

“  General  Dou^a^Js  will  assemble  his  brigade 
at  Alexandria,  and  hold  it  there  subject  to  wders. 

“  JOHN  ARMSTRONG.” 

Colonel  Tayloe  executed  this  order,  and  Tues» 
day  night,  the  23d,  again  reported  hiinselt  to 
General  Armstrong,  who  issued  the  i’oilowing 
general  orders : 

“  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

**  General  Order ^ 

“  Lieutenant  Colonel  Minor  will  repair  to 
Washington Avith  the  regiment  underhis  command 
with  tlie  utmost  despatch ;  he  will  report  on  his  | 
arrival  to  colonel  Carberry  ol*  the’  36th  regiment,  j 
and  make  a  requisition  tor  arms  and  amniuni* 
tioo.” 

•  (Signed)  “  john  Armstrong.” 

“  WAR  DEPARTMENT,  AUGUST  23,  1814. 

“  General  Order. 

“  All  the  militia  now’  in  and  marching  to  Alcx- 
.  andria,  besides  Colonel  Minor,  will  march  imme¬ 
diately  to  Washington ;  these  orders  will  be 
communicated  by  Colonel  Tayloe.” 

’  “  JOHN  ARMSTRONG.” 

On  the  18th  of  August  trcneral  Van  Ness  or¬ 
dered  General  Young  to  call  out,  en  mas.se,  the 
brigade  under  his  command,  including  the  Alex¬ 
andria  militia ;  the  same  day  two  troops  of  ca¬ 
valry  attached  to  the  brigade  were  ordered  to 
rendezvous  at  Bladensburgh,  on  the  19th  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  to  accompany  Colonel 
Monroe,  secretary  of  state,  and  to  he  subject  to 
bis  order.  On  the  20th,  in  the  afternoon.  Gene¬ 
ral  Young’s  brigade  was  ordered  by  General  Win¬ 
der  to  cross  the  Potomac,  opposite  Alexandria, 
and  encamp  in  the  best  position  and  wait  further 
orders,  which  was  effected.  The  brigade  con¬ 
sisting  of  454  men,  two  brass  six  pounders,  and 
one  brass  four  pounder.  On  the  22d  early.  Ge¬ 
neral  Young,  by  order  of  General  Winder, 
marched  bis  brigade  and  took  a  position  on  a 
height  near  the  head  of  Piscataway  Creek,  about 
three  miles  in  the  rear  of  fort  Washington,  w  here 
the  ground  was  favourable  for  a  small  detach¬ 
ment  to  defend  the  country  against  a  iniicli  great¬ 
er  force,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  jrhen  several  orders  were 
given  to  him  ;  first,  to  march  towards  the  East¬ 
ern  Branch  bridge ;  second,  to  cross  the  Poto¬ 
mac  to  the  Virginia  side,  &c.  This  brigade  was 
intended  in  its  dispositions  to  aid  fort  Washing¬ 
ton.  the  town  of  Alexandria,  and  to  be  in  a  situ¬ 
ation  to  join  General  W^iiuler. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  General  Winder 
established  his  headquarters  near  the  Eastern 
Branch  bridge ;  detachments  of  horse  were  out 
in  various  directions  as  videttes  and  reconnoi¬ 
tring  parties,  and  arrangements  made  to  destroy 
the  Eastern  Branch  bridge.  Colonel  George 
Minor  with  his  regiment  of  Virginia  militia,  eom- 
poseii  of  600  infantry  and  100  cavalry,  arrived 
at  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  twilight  of  the 
evening  of  the  23d ;  he  called  on  the  president 


who  referred  him  to  Ukj  secretary  of  w  ar  for  oi-; 
ders ;  the  secretary  informed  him  that  arms 
conid  not  be  had  tliat  night,  but  gave  orders  to 
report  himself  to  Colonel  Carlierry  early  in  the 
morning,  who  w’oiild  furnish  him  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  as  he  was  charged  w’ith  that  duty 
by  General  Winder.  From  early  in  the  morning 
till  late  in  tlie  forenoon.  Colonel  Minor  sought 
Colonel  Carberry  diligently,  but  he  could  not  be 
found.  He  ro<le  to  headquarters  and  obtaintil 
an  order  from  General  Winder  upon  tbe  arse  nal 
lor  arms,  Ac.  marched  to  the  jilace  with  his  n  gi- 
ment,  and  it'^  care  he  found  committed  to  a  young 
man  whose  caution  in  giving  out  arms,  &c.  very 
much  delayed  the  arming  and  supplying  this  n'- 
gimeiit.  An  instan<*e  is  licre  given,  when  the 
hints  were  counted  out  by  tlic  officers  ol*  the  re¬ 
giment,  to  exprilite  business  at  Ibis  crisis,  the 
young  m.in  would  count  them  over  before  they 
could  be  obtained. 

Colonel  Carberry  arrived  at  this  moment, 
apologized  for  his  absence,  and  informed  CohMod 
Minor  that  he  had  the  etening  previous  ridden 
out  to  bis  country  seat.  Colonel  Minor  was 
again  delayed  some  small  length  of  time  in  ha¬ 
ving  to  remain  to  sign  receipts,  &c.  His  men 
were  ordered  to  capitol  hill.  In  the  mean  time 
various  reports  were  brought  into  headquarters 
as  to  the  movements  and  intentions  ol  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  the  president  and  hejds  of  departments 
colicctt'd  at  headquarters,  in  the  following  or¬ 
der:  The  president,  next  secretary  of  stale, 
next  the  attorney  general,  next  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  and  last  the  secretary  of  war  and 
treasury  together. 

Colonel  Monroe  had  left  headqnartei-s  upon  a 
riimonr  that  gained  gionnd,  that  the  enemy  was 
marching  upon  the  cdty  by  way  of  Bladensburgh, 
w  ith  a  view  of  joining  General  Stansbnry,  advi¬ 
sing  him  of  the  rumour  and  to  aid  iiini  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  line  of  battle  to  meet  tlie  enemy. — 
General  Stansbnry,  for  reasons  given  in  his  re¬ 
port,  had  marched  from  his  position  in  advance  of 
Bladensburgh,  and  occupied  the  ground  west  oi* 
that  village  on  the  banks  of  tbe  Eastern  Branch. 
Here  the  front  line  of  battle  was  formed  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Stansbnry  and  his  officers,  with  the  aid  of 
Colonel  Monroe,  on  the  presumption  that  Gene¬ 
ral  Stansbnry’s  brigade,  and  tlie  command  of  Col. 
Sterret,  including  the  command  of  Major  Pinck¬ 
ney  and  Baltimore  artillery. 

There  is  a  bridge  over  I  be  Eastern  Branch  at 
Bladensburgh,  and  a  large  turnpike  road  leading 
direct  to  the  city  of  Washington.  About  401) 
yards  from  this  bridge,  some  small  distance  to 
the  left  of  the  road,  the  Baltimore  artillery,  six 
pieces  of  six  pounders,  occupied  a  temporary 
breastwork  of  earth,  well  calculated  to  com¬ 
mand  the  pass  over  the  bridge.  Part  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  of  riflemen,  iinderiMajor  Win.  Pinckney, 
and  one  other  company,  took  position  on  the 
right  of  the  artillery,  partially  protected  by  a 
fence  and  brush  ;  and  on  the  left  of  the  batbTV, 
leading  to  the,  rear  of  a  barn,  two  companies, 
from  the  regiment  under  Colonel  Shutz,  and  the 
other  part  of  the  riflemen  from  Baltimore.  Col. 
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Hagan  wa>  poAtcd  in  the  rear  of  Major  Pinckney,  a  manner  as  not  to  mask  U Other  small  detacU- 
his  right  on  the  road ;  Coloiui  Shntzeon-  ments  in  various  directions, 

tinning  the  line  on  the  left,  witli  a  small  vacancy  At  half  after  12  o’clock,  while  the  second  line 
in  the  centre  of  the  two  regiments ;  and  Colonel  was  thus  formings  tlie  enemy  approached  and 
Sterret  formed  the  extreme  left  flank  of  the  in*  tluB  battle  commenced :  the  Baltimore  artillery 
fantry.  At  this  moment,  Coh»nels  Beall  and  oj)eacd  a  fire  andtlispersed  the  enemy’s  light 
Hood  entered  Blaiiensbnrgh,  with  the  Maryland  troops  now^ ‘advancing  along  the  streets  ot  the 
militia  from  Annapolis,  crossed  the  bridge,  and  village,  who  took  a  temporary  cover  behind  the, 
Mok  a  position  on  a  most  commanding  height,  on  houses  and  trees,  in  loose  order,  ami  pres<^ited 
the  right  of  the  turnpike,  about  .‘KK)  yards  from  objects  only  occasionally  for  the  fire  of  the  caii- 
the  roa»l,  to  secure  the  right  flank.  In  the  mean  non.  The  enemy  commenced,  throwing  hi> 
time,  (about  11  o’clock,)  certain  intelligence  was  rockets,  and  his  light  troops  began  to  conceiUrate 
leccived  at  headquarters,  that  the  enemy  was  in  near  the  uridge,  and  to  press  across  it  and  the 
full  maich  towards  Hladensbtirgh  ;  which  indn-  river  which  was  fordable  aboFe.  The-  batta* 
«-ed  Gen.  Winder  to  put  in  motion  his  whole  lion  of  riflemen,  under  Major  Pinckney,  now 
force,  except  a  few  men  and  a  piece  of  artillery  united  gallantly  with  the  fire  trora  the  battery. — 
left  at  the  Kastern  Branch  bridge  to  destroy  it.  For  some  minutes  the  fire  was  conliimed  witli 
The  day  was  hot,  and  the  road  dustv  ;  the  march  considerable  effect ;  the  enemy’s  column  was  not 
was  rapid  to  Bladensbnrtrh.  Th**  cavalry  and  only  dipersed  while  in  the  street,  but  w'hile  ap- 
mouoted  men  arrive<!.  and  were  placed  on  the  proaching  the  bridge  they  w  ere  thrown  into  some 
left  fl..nk,  and  some  small  ilist  iiice  in  its  rear. —  confusion,  and  the  British  ofScers  were  seen  ex- 
Gcnei-al  Winder  now  arrive*!,  aod  told  Gen#*ral  ertiiig  themselves  to  press  the  soldiers  on.  Ha- 
Stansluiry  an<l  Col.  Monroe,  that  his  w  liole  force  ving  now  gained  the  bridge,  it  was  passed  rapid- 
was  marching  for  Bladcnsliurgh,  tnd  appirrvcd  ly.  and  as  the  enemy  crossed,  flanked,  formed 
the  di?j»ositions  wliich  had  been  made  of  the  the  line  and  advanced  steadily  on,  which  coiii- 
tioops ;  at  which  moment,  it  had  become  im-  pelled  the  artillery  and  battalion  of  riflemen  to 
practicable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers,  to  give  way,  after  which  major  Pinckney  was severe- 
makc  any  essential  change :  for  the  two  armies  ly  wounded.  He  exerted  himselt  to  rally  his 
were  now  coming  to  th^  battle  ground,  in  oppo-  men,  and  succeeded  at  a  sinill  distance  in  the 
site  directions  ;  and  th»'  enemy  appeared  on  the  rear  ot  his  first  position,  and  united  with  the 
opposite  Irrights  of  Bladensbnrgh,  about  a  mile  fifth  Baltimore  regiment. 

distant,  and  halted  tifteeti  or  twenty  minutes.—  It  appears  from  reports  of  sevei-al  officers. 
This  was  about  12  o'clock.  Tlie  troops  from  Stansbiuy,  Pinckney,  Law,  Sterret,  &c.  that  the 
the  city  w’cre  disposed  of  as  thev  arrived.  Cap-  command  ot  General  Stansbury  was  3  or  4tX) 
tain  Kiircli,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  was  yards  in  the  rear  ot  the  battery,  Major  Pinck- 
stationed  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  infantry  of  «ey’s  riflemen  and  some  other  small  corps  to  the 
the  first  line  ;  and  a  rifle  company  armed  with  lell  of  the  battery ;  of  course  this  small  party 
muskets,  near  the  battery,  to  support  it.  About  had  to  fight  with  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
this  time  tlie  secretary  oY  war  arrived,  and  in  a  “ntil  they  retired,  and  the  enemy  occupied  the 
few  minutes  after,  the" president  and  the  attorney  ground  they  left  without  any  considerable  resist- 
general,  and  proceeded  to  examine  the  disjiosi-  ance,  as  the  enemy  marched  on  without  baiting 
tion  of  the  troops.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  after  tJie  bridge  was  passed.  Captain  Burch  and 
enemy  advance-d  into  Bladensbnrgh,  tin*  officers  Colonel  Sterret  were  about  the  same  distance, 
were  Ibi  niing  rapidly  the  second  line.  The  com-  when  Colonel  Sterret  was  ordered  to  advance  to 
mand  of  Commodore  Barney  came  up  in  a  trot ;  support  the  first  fire.  One  of  the  pieces  ot  ar- 
and  formed  his  men  on  the  right  of  the  main  road,  lillery  was  abandoned,  but  spiked  previously. — 
in  a  line  with  the  command  under  Colonels  Beall  The  enemy  soon  took  a<lvant^e  of  the  trees  of 
and  Hood,  with  a  considerable  vacancy  owing  to  orchard  which  was  occupi^  or  held  by  thei 
the  ground.  The  heavy  artillery  Com.  Barney  force  which  had  just  retreated  and  kept  up  a  gall- 
planted  in  the  road  ;  the  three  twelve  pounders  ing  fire  on  part  of  our  line.  Captain  Burch’s 
totheright,  under  Captain  Miller,  who  command-  artillery  and  a  small  detachment  near  it  how 
ed  the  flotilla  men  and  marines,  as  infantry,  to  openeii  a  cross  fire  upon  the  enemy  Col.  Ster- 
support  the  artillery.  Lieut,  Col.  Kramer,*  with  ret,  with  the  fifth  Baltimore  regiment,  was  or- 
a  battalion  of  Maryland  militia,  was  posted  in  a  dered  to  advance,  and  made  a  prompt  movement 
'ivooil,  in  advance  of  the  marines  and  Colonels  wotil  ordered  to  halt,  as  at  this  moment  the  rock- 
Beall  and  Hood’s  command.  The  regiment  iin-  ets  assuming  a  more  horizontal  direction  and  pass- 
der  the  comnfiand  of  Col.  Magruder  was  station-  ing  near  the  beads  of  Colonels  Sbutz  and  Ra- 
ed  on  the  left  of  Com.  Barney,  and  in  a  line  gan’s  regiments,  the  right  gave  way,  which  was 
with  him  and  Col.  Beall.  The  regiment  under  followed  in  a  few  minutes  by  a  general  flight  of 
command  of  Col.  Brent,  and  Major  Warring’s  the  two  regiments,  in  defiance  of  all  the  exer- 
hattalior\,  and  some  other  small  detachments,  t ions  of  Generals  Winder,  ytansbur/ and  other 
formed  the  left  flank  of  this  second  line,  and  ih  officers.  Burch’s  artillery  and  the  ^th  regiment 
the  rear  of  Major  Peter’s  battery  ;  and  Lieut,  remained  with  firmness  ,*  the  oreba^  obstructed 
Col.  Scott,  with  the  regulars,  was  placed  in  ad-  their  fire ;  but  notwithstanding,  tbd  enemy’s  light 
Vance  of  Col.  Magruder,  and  to  the  left,  forming  troops  were,  for  a  moment,  niven  back  by 
a  line  towards  Majof  Peter’s  battery,  but  in  such  them;  the  enemy  having  ^in^d  the  right 
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flank  of  the  fifth,  which  exposed  it,  Burch’s  artil¬ 
lery  and  Col.  Sterret,  who  commanded  the  fiftli, 
were  ordered  by  Gen.  Winder  to  retreat  with  a 
view  of  forming  at  a  small  distance  in  the  rear  : 
but  instead  of  retiring  in  order,  the  fifth,  like  tlie 
other  two  regiments  under  General  Stansbury, 
in  a  very  few  minutes  were  retreating  in  disor¬ 
der  and  confusioH,  notwithstanding  the  exertions 
of  Col.  Sterret  to  prevent  it. 

From  reports  of  various  officers  exertions 
were  made  to  rally  the  men  and  to  bring  them 
again  to  the  battle,  which  partly  succeeded  in 
the  first  instance,  but  ultimately,  and  in  a  short 
time,  all  attempts  were  vain,  and  the  forces 
routed ;  and  the  first  line,  together  with  the 
horse,  were  totally  routed  and  retreated  in  a 
road  which  forked  in  three  directions ;  one 
branch  led  by  Rock  Creek  Church,  to  TenJey  I 
Town  and  Montgomery  court-house,  another  led 
to  Georgetown  and  a  third  to  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  It  does  not  appear  tliat  any  movement 
was  made  or  attempted  by  the  cavalry  or  horse¬ 
men,  although  the  enemy  to  the  left  were  in 
t)pcD  and  scattered  order,  as  they  pursued  or 
pressed  upon  our  lines,  and  a  most  tortunate  ino- 
meirt  presented  itself  for  a  charge  of  cavalry  ; 
and  horsemen. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  General 
Winder  states  his  exertions  to  direct  the  retreat-  ' 
ing  line  to  the  capitol,  with  a  view  of  rallying,  j 
This  intentioh  is  corroborated  by  Colonel  Ster-  j 
ret ;  hut  it  appears  as  if  this  detenninatioii  was  | 
not  generally  umlerstood  by  the  officers  or  nat'ii.  j 
Colonel  Kramer,  posted  on  the  right  of  the  road 
and  in  advance  of  Commodoi’e  Barney,  was  next 
drawn  from  his  [>osition  after  having  maintained 
his  ground  with  considerable  injury  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  retreated  upon  the  command  ol*  Colo¬ 
nels  Beall  and  Hood,  on  a  commanding  eminence 
to  the  right.  After  the  retreat  of  the  militia  un¬ 
der  Colonel  Kramer  from  his  first  position,  the  i 
enemy’s  column  in  the  road  was  exposed  to  an 
animated  discharge  from  Major  Peter’s  artillery, 
which' continued  until  they  came  into  contact 
with  Commo'Iore  Barney  here  the  enemy  met . 
the  greatest  resistance  and  sustained  the  greatest , 
loss,  advancing  upon  our  retreating  line.  When  | 
the  enemy  came  in  full  view,  and  in  a  heavy  j 
column  in  the  main  road,  commodore  Barney 
ordered  an  18  pounder  to  be  opened  ujjon  them, 
which  completely  cleared  the  road,  scattered 
and  repulsed  the  enemy  for  a  moment.  In  sc- 
'  veral  attempts  to  rally  and  advance,  the  enemy 
was  repulsed,  which  induced  him  to  flank  to  jthe 
right  of  our  lines  in  an  open  field.  Here  Cap¬ 
tain  Miller  opened  upon  him  w’itli  the  three  12 
pounders,  and  the  flotilla  men  acting  as  infantry, 
witli  considerable  effect.  The  enemy  continued 
flanking  to  the  right  and  pressed  upon  the  eoin- 
mand  of  Colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  which  gave 
way  after  ihree  or  four  rounds  of  ineffectual  tire, 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  enemy,  while  i 
Colonel  Bea#  and  other  officers  attempted  to ' 
rally  the  men  m  this  high  position*  The  enemy 
very  soon  goinel  the  flank  and  even  the  rear  of 
the  right  of  the  second  line.  Commodore  Bar¬ 


ney,  Captain  Miller  arid  some  other  offiem  of 
his  command  being  wounded,  his  ammunition 
wagons  having  gone  off  in  the  disorder,  and  that 
which  the  marines  and  flotilla  men  had  being  ex¬ 
hausted  ;  in  this  situation  a  retreat  was  ordered 
by  Commodore  Barney,  wIk)  tell  himself  into  the 
hands  of  tlie  enemy. 

The  second  line  w'as  not  exactly  connected, 
but  posted  in  advantageous  positions  in  connex¬ 
ion  with  and  supporting  each  other.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Smith,  iiicliiding  the  George¬ 
town  and  city  militia,  still  remain^  in  order  and 
firm  without  any  part  having  given  way,  as  well 
as  tlie  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  of 
the  regulars,  and  some  other  corps.  The  ene¬ 
my’s  light  troops  had,  in  the  moan  time,  advan¬ 
ced  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  had  gained  a 
line  pai'allel  with  Smitii's  command,  and  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  turn  the  flank.  Colonel  Brent  was 
placed  in  a  position  calculated  to  prevent  it ; 
the  enemy  also  advanced,  and  came  within  long- 
shot  of  part  of  Colonel  Magruder*s  command, 
which  opened  a  partial  fire,  but  without  muck 
effect ;  and  at  this  moment  and  in  this  situation 
General  Winder  ordered  the  whole  of  the  troops 
then  stationary,  to  retreat,  which  was  effected 
with  as  ranch  order  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  occasion  would  permit;  these  troops 
after  retreating  five  or  six  hundred  paces,  were 
hailed  and  formed,  hut  were  again  ordered  to 
retreat  by  Gen.  Winder.  Gen.  Winder  then 
gave  orders  to  collect  and  form  Uie  troops  on  the 
heights  west  of  the  turnpike  gate,  almnt  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  capitol,  which  order  was  in 
part  executed,  and  the  forces  formed  by  Gen. 
Smith  and  the  other  officers,  when  Col.  George 
Minor  came  np  with  his  regiment  of  Virginia 
volunteers,  and  united  his  lorces  with  Gen. 
Smith’s  coinmanJ,  having  been  detained,  as  be¬ 
fore  stated,  in  obtaining  arms,  ammunition,  &c.; 
but  while  in  the  act  of  forming,  Gen.  Winder 
gave  orders  to  retire  to  the.eapilol,  with  an  ex- 
pc'Ctation  of  being  united  w  ith  the  troops  of  the 
first  line.  Col.  Minor  was  ordered  to  take  a 
certain  (losition  and  disposition,  and  cover  the 
retreat  of  all  the  forces  by  remaining  until  all 
had  marched  for  the  capitoL  The  troops  were 
again  halted  at  the  capitol,  while  Gen.  Winder 
w  as  ill  eoiifercuce  w  ith  Col.  Monroe  and  Gen. 
Armstroi>g. 

The  first  line  and  the  cavalry,  except  one 
troop  of  Col  Lavall’s,  had  taken  a  route  which 
did  not  bring  them  to  the  capitol ;  the  most  of 
them  had  proceeded  north  of  the  district  of 
Columbia,  and  others  dispersed  and  returned 
home,  and  sought  refreslHiient  tn  the  country. 
The  commanding  genera!  represeiited  the  dimi¬ 
nution  of  his  force,  the  dispersion  of  a  large  por¬ 
tion  ot  it,  the  w’ant  of  discipline,  the  great  fa¬ 
tigue  of  the  troops,  and  believed  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  make  effectual  resistance  to 
the  invasion  of  the  city  ;  nor  did  be  think  it 
would  be  proper  to  attempt  to  de/ond  the  capi¬ 
tol,  the  troops  being  without  provisions,  and 
which  would  leave  every  other  part  of  the  city 
to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  the  prospect  df 
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Josing  his  army.  In  this  consultation  the  secre¬ 
taries  of  state  and  war,  it  appears,  concurred  in 
their  views  with  Gen.  Winder,  and  advised  him 
to  retire  and  rally  the  troops  upon  the  heights 
of  Georgetown  ;  this  produced  an  order  for  the 
whole  forces  to  retreat  from  capitol  hill  through 
Georgetown.  On  receiving  this  order  the  troops 
evinced  the  deepest  anguish,  and  that  order 
which  had  been  previously  maintained  was  de¬ 
stroyed.  Gen.  Smith  in  his  report  uses  this 
language,  “  when  the  order  for  a  retreat  from 
capitol  hill  was  received,  the  troops  evinced  an 
anguish  beyond  the  power  of  language  to  ex¬ 
press.”  The  troops  were  baited  at  Ten  ley  j 
town,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  collect  them 
together,  which  only  partially  succeeded. — 
Some  returned  home  ;  some  went  in  pursuit  of 
refreshments,  and  those  that  halted  gave  them¬ 
selves  up  to  the  inu*ontrolled  feelings  which  fa¬ 
tigue,  exhaustion,  privation  and  disappointment 
produced.  The  force  thus  collected  were  march¬ 
ed  about  live  miles  up  the  Potomac,  and  early  in 
the  next  morning,  Thursday  the  25th,  orders 
were  given  to  assemble  the  troops  at  Montgo¬ 
mery  court-house.  Gen.  Winder  seems  to  have 
taken  this  position  with  a  view  to  collect  his 
forces,  and  to  interpose  for  the  protectioji  of 
Kallimore,  in  case  the  enemy  inarched  upon  it 
as  was  anticipated  by  him.  On  the  23d  Gen. 
)Vinder  de.spatched  an  order  to  the  commanding 
oHicer  at  I'oK  Washington  to  place  patroles  on 
eve  ry  road  leading  to  the  garrison  ;  and  upon  the 
evrnt  of  his  being  taken  in  the  rear  of  tlie  fort, 
to  Iilow  it  lip  and  retire  across  the  river.  On  the 
2Gtli,  the  army  at  Montgomery  took  up  the  line 
of  march  about  ten  o’clock  towards  Baltimore. 
On  the  27 til,  Gen.  Smitli’s  brigade  marchcil  to 
this  district. 

The  distance  from  Benedict  to  the  city  of 
^Vashington,  by  Bladcnsbiirgh,  is  upwards  of  fifty 
niiles.  The  enemy  without  baggage  wa¬ 
gons  or  means  of  transportation  ;  his  troops  much 
rxhausted  with  fatigue  ;  ma^iy  compelled  to  quit 
tlie  ranks,  and  extraordinary  exertions  used  to 
keep  others  in  motion  ;  and  as  if  unable  to  pur¬ 
sue  our  forces,  remained  on  the  battle  ground  : 
the  enemy’s  advance  I'eached  the  city  about  8 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  battle  having  ended 
about  2  o’clock,  or  before.  The  main  body  of 
the  enemy  remained  on  the  heights  west  of  the 
turnpike  gate. 

Doctor  Catlett,  the  superintending  surgeon, 
who  was  admitted  to  attend  upon  the  wounded 
and  who  passed  through  the  enemy’s  camps  and 
ri'tnalnrd  at  Bladensburgh  until  the  city  was 
evacuated,  had  the  best  opportunity  of  estima* 
ting  the  loss  on  both  sides,  as  well  as  a  gooti  op¬ 
portunity  to  ascertain  the  number  and  force  of 
tlie  enemy.  His  estimate  is  as  follows  : 

Of  the  enemy, — On  capitol  hill,  700 ;  turnpike 
hill,  2,000 ;  wounded  at  Bladensburgh,  3(X) ; 
attendants,  300 ;  wounded  and  attendants  In  the 
city  ot  Washington,  60;  killed  at  Bladensburgh 
and  the  city,  180;  total  force,  3,540.  This 
^tatement  is  corroborated  by  all  the  information 
tn  his  power,  besides  his  own  observaVions.  Mr. 


Law  estimated  the  enemy,  on  its  march,  at 
5,000;  but  from  the  best  information,  his  esti¬ 
mate  would  be  abi  ut  4,500.  Col.  Monroe,  who 
viewed  the  enemy  on  his  inart^h,  estimated  the 
number  at  about  6,000.  Geiieial  Winder  states 
that  the  best  opiuioa  at  the  Wood  yard,  made 
the  enemy  from  5  to  7,000.  Our  forces  are  va¬ 
riously  estimated ;  and  indeed,  from  the  m  anner 
of  collecting  them,  and  their  dispersion,  makes 
it  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  with  pt^rfect 
accuracy.  Grneral  Stansbu ry  represents  Colo¬ 
nel  Ragan’s  regiiTiHut  at  550;  Colonel  Shutz’s 
regiment  at  800 ;  Colonels  Beall’s  and  Hood’s,  at 
800;  Colonel  StiMTct’s  regiment  at  600;  Major 
Pinckney’s  command,  including  two  companies 
of  artillery,  300 ;  making  2,953.  But  General 
Winder  estimates  Colonel  Beall,  6  or  700 :  de¬ 
duct  100,  this  leaves  2,853.  To  which  add  the 
command  of  General  Smith,  and  militia  that 
united  with  him  at  the  Woml  yard.  Battalion  Old-- 
fields,  &c.  the  regulars  under  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  Scott,  Barney’s  command,  the  cavalry,  &c. 
3,2(K) ;  making  an  aggregate  iiumtjer  of  6,053. 
Besides  thi  ,  force,  several  detachments  are  spo¬ 
ken  of  by  general  Winder’s  officers,  not  known, 
amounting  to  several  hundred.  But  as  a  small 
detachment  was  left  at  the  Eastern  Branch 
bridge,  others,  particularly  some  of  the  cavalry,* 
were  on  detachment,  reconnoitring,  &c.  the 
number  of  our  forces  may  be  estimaterl  at  least 
6,000,  including  about  20  pieces  of  artillery,  42 
eighteen  pounders,  3  twelves,  and  the  balance  six 
pounders.  Our  loss  on  the  field  of  battle,  killed, 
is  estimated  by  the  superintending  surgeon,  at  If) 
or  12,  and  the  wounded,  some  of  whom  died,  at 
about  30.  General  Winder’s  official  report  esti¬ 
mates  our  loss  at  about  30  killed  and  50  wonnded- 

The  probable  estimate  of  British  forces  on  the 
24th  August :  Total,  4,.W0.  Killed  at  Biadens- 
biirgh  and  in  the  city,  150;  wounded  at  both 
places,  ‘100.  American  forces,  6,000.  Killed, 
20  ;  wounded,  40 ;  besides  the  regiment  under 
command  of  Colonel  Minor,  600  infantry  and 
IfX)  horse,  which  met  the  retreat  on  the  west  of 
the  turnpike  gate  ;  and  General  Young’s  brigade,' 
about  500,  which  was  ordered  to  remain  on  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  about  twelve  miles  from 
the  city  of  Washington,  until  the  evening  of  the 
24th,  when  he  crossed  over  to  Alexandria,  and 
proceeded  to  Montgomery  court-house,  to  join 
the  main  army. 

The  enemy,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  made 
the  greatest  exertions  to  leave  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  They  had  about  40  indifferent  looking 
horses,  10  or  12  carts  and  wagons,  one  ox  cart, 
one  coach,  and  several  gigs ;  these  were  sent  to 
Bladensburgh  to  move  off  the  wounded  :  a  drove 
of  60  or  70  cattle  preceded  this  party.  Arrivii^ 
at  Bladensburgh,  the  British  sui^on  was  ordered 
to  select  the  wounded  who  could  walk ;  th«  40 
dmrses  were  mounted  by  those  who  could  ride ; 
the  carts  and  wagons  loaded,  and  upwards  of  90 
wounded  left  behind.  About  12  o’elockAt  n^ht 
the  British  army  passed  through  Bladensburgh  ; 
and  parties  continued  until  morning,  nid  strag¬ 
glers  until  alter  ifaidday.  The  refeat  of  tte 
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enemy  to  Ins  sliippiu^  Wiis  precipitate  and  appa¬ 
rently  iiihler  an  alarm,  and  it  is  supposed  that  it 
was  kno\i'n  to  him  that  our  forces  had  marched  to 
Montgomery  court-house. 

The  Hon.  Richard  R\ish,  General  Stansbury, 
Major  Wm.  Pinckney,  Dr.  Catlett,  and  Mr.  Law,  j 
all  remark,  that  Gen?5fal  Winder  was  active  and  ! 
zealous,  encouraged  the  men  and  exposed  him- 1 
self,  and  acted  as  a  man  of  firmness  during  the 
engagement,  and  endetavoured  to  rally,  with  other 
officers,  the  lines  as  they  gave  way. 

There  seems  to  be  a  general  concurrence  of 
Htatement,  that  our  inrees  wxre  much  fatigued, 
and  worn  down  with  marching,  counter-marching, 
and  their  strength  much  ('xhausted,  during  their 
service,  by  remaining  under  arms  ranch  of  the  [ 
night,  as  well  as  the  day,  by  false  alarms,  and 
t»therwise.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  it  was  gene-  j 
rally  known,  among  the  officei*s  and  men  of  the  i 
first  line,  that  the  forces  from  the  city  were  form- 
«*d  behind  in  the  second  line,  to  meet  the  enemy 
;Hid  suppoit  them.  This  statement  is  made  by 
General  Stansbury,  Major  Wm.  Pinckney,  and 
f»ome  other  officers  of  the  first  line. 

RECAPITULATION. 

This  statement  of  facts  has  brought  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  a  recapitulation  of  some  of  the  promi-  j 
nent  circumstances  in  this  part  of  the  transac*  I 
tion.  Without  entering  into  tlie  consideration  of 
the  means  in  the  power  of  the  administration, 
and  the  equal  claims  of  every  part  of  the  exten¬ 
sive  maritime  and  territorial  frontier  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  in  proportion  to  its  importance  and 
exposure,  to  defensive  measures  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  means  authorized  for  tlie 
security  of  the  10th  military  district  by  the  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  United  States,  in  a  cabinet  council 
of  the  1st  of  July,  were  ample  and  sufficient  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  force,  and  seasonable  as  to 
the  time,  when  the  measures  were  authorized. 
Gn  the  2d  of  July  the  10th  military  district  was 
constituted  and  the  command  given  to  General 
Winder.  On  the  4th  of  July  the  requisition  upon 
the  states  for  93,500  men  was  made.  On  the 
14th  of  July  the  governors  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  requi¬ 
sition  of  the  4th,  and  promised  promptitude. 
About  the  tenth  of  July  the  governor  of  Mary¬ 
land  was  served  with  the  requisition,  and  took 
measures  to  designate  a  corps  of  6,000  men,  the 
whole  quota  from  that  state.  Ou  the  12th  of 
July  General  Winder  was  authorized,  ia  case  of 
menaced  or  actual  invasion,  to  call  into  service 
the  whole  quota  of  Maryland.  On  the  17th  Ge- 
•eral  Winder  was  authorized  to  call  into  actual 
service  not  less  than  2  nor  more  than  3,000  of 
the  drafts  assigned  to  his  command,  to  form  a 
permanent  force  to  be  stationed  in  some  central 
posGon  between  Baltimore  and  the  city  of  Wash- 
inrfoi.  On  the  same  day,  17th  of  July,  Gene- 1 
•  ral  W'nder  was  authorized  to  call  on  the  state  of 
Pennsy^raiiia  for  5,000  men ;  on  Virginia,  2,000 ; 
on  the  rHiitia  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  iti  a 
dis|)osa!>U  state,  2,000  ;  together  with  the  6,000 
from  M-iryiand,  making  an  aggregate  ibree  of 


15,000  drafted  militia,  ♦OlO  o  f  vvhich  auth^risei 
to  be  called  into  actual  service,  the  residue  ia 
case  of  actual  or  menaced  invasion,  besides  the 
regular  troops  estimated  at  1,000,  making  16,000, 
independent  of  marines  and  flotilla  men.  This 
was  the  measure  of  defence  contemplated  for 
the  military  district  No.  10,  and  the  measures 
taken  by  the  war  department  up  to  the  17th  of 
July,  in  execution  of  it. 

In  relation  to  the  collection  of  this  force  seve¬ 
ral  unfortunate  cireumstauces  intervened  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  great  and  manifest  failure.  1st.  Ou  the 
17th  of  July  General  Winder  was  authorized,  iu 
consequence  of  his  own  suggestions  and  in  con¬ 
formity  te  the  wishes  of  the  president,  to  call 
into  actual  service  as  many  as  3,000,  and  not 
less  than  2,000  of  the  drafts,  und  'r  the  requisi¬ 
tion  of  the  4tli  of  July,  assigned  for  tlie  opera¬ 
tions  of  his  district,  as  a  prominent  corps  and  ral- 
lying  point  with  his  other  forces  in  a  central  po¬ 
sition  as  before.  Slated,  to  protect  Baltimore,  the 
erty  of  Washington,  &c.  iu  case  of  invasion. 
General  Wimler,  iipon  the  receipt  of  Uiis  autho¬ 
rity,  proceeded  direct  to  Annapolis,  and  made 
this  requisition  upon  the  governor  of  Maryland 
for  the  actual  service  of  3,(K)0  men  ;  and  on  the 
23d  of  July,  32  days  previous  to  the  battle  at 
j  Bladensburgh,  General  Winder  informs  the  se- 
Icretary  of  war  that  the  arrangement  for  this 
force  had  been  made,  orders  had  issued  and  Bla¬ 
densburgh  fixed  as  tlie  place  of  rer.dezvous; 
and  encourages  expectation  that  the  collection 
of  the  force  would  be  prompt  and  certain,. 

On  the  27th  the  govei'iior  of  Maryland  informs 
the  secretary  of  war  that  measures  had  been 
taken  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  4th 
of  July,  and  his  orders  had  issued  calling  into  ac¬ 
tual  seiTice  3,500  men,  to  rendezvous  at  Bladens¬ 
burgh,  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  Genera! 
Winder,  in  conformity  to  the  w  ishes  of  the  pre¬ 
sident.  In  the  mean  time  Staiisbury's  brigade 
had  been  called  into  service  at  Baltimore,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  alarm  about  the  15th  of  July,  by 
the  secretary  of  war  ;  and  although  this  force 
constituted  a  part  of  the  Maryland  quota  of  sit 
thousand,  by  the  consent  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
it  was  to  make  no  part  of  the  3,000  to  5c  called 
into  actual  service  for  the  purposes  iiicntioncd. 

To  form  a  correct  estimate  of  this  failure, 
which  did  not  bring  as  many  hundred  men  into 
the  field  in  the  words  of  General  Winder,  it  may 
he  proper  to  state  that  at  all  times  the  mar/ne^t 
flotilla  men  and  regular  troops,  including  the 
different  garrisons,  amounted  to  upwanls  of  one 
thousand  men.  The  militia  of  the  district  ol 
Columbia  amounted  to  2,000  men.  These 
always  in  a  disposable  state,  and  acknowledge 
by  General  Winder,  in  liis  tetter  of  the  23d,  to 
be  almost  as  efficient  as  if  in  actual  service,  and 
the  event  proved  tliis  to  be  correct.  The  dispo* 
sable  force  at  Baltimore,  including  Stansbury  s 
brigade,  amounting  to  upwards  of  2,000  inen. 
as  the  event  proved,  making  an  effic  ient  force  ol 
at  least  8,000  men,  if  the  call  for  3,000  had  bc^ 
complied  with.  To  this  add  the  deslgnat^ 
force  assigned  to  the  lOth  military  districti  ^ 
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the  force  to  be  raised  on  the  spur  of  the  occa- 
Moti  by  calls  upon  the  militia  and  population  of 
the  country  en  masse,  and  whose  disposition  is 
always  operated  upon  more  or  less  in  proportion 
to  the  pros|)ect  of  success.  On  the  13th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  21  <lays  after  the  secretary  of  war  was  in¬ 
formed  that  this  arrangement  had  been  made, 
Gen.  Winder  advises  him  that  there  would  be 
almost  a  total  failure  in  relation  to  the  call  for 
the  3,000  men,  and  as  a  temporary  remedy  pro¬ 
poses  the  acceptance  of  certain  state  troops 
siippostul  to  be  about  1,000,  under  Colonels  Beall 
and  Hood,  then  in  service  at  Annapolis,  which 
was  authorized  ;  and  these  troops  came  to  the 
battle  ground,  as  was  before  stated,  about  one 
half  hour  before  tlie  action  on  ttie  24th  of  Au¬ 
gust.  I'he  i*easons  which  operated  to  pwduce 
this  failure  have  been  detailed,  and  there  can  be 
no  object  in  having  them  repeatetl,  as  the  com¬ 
mittee  do  not  consider  it  a  duty  to  discuss  the’ 
merit  of  those  considerations* 

2dly.  On  the  17th  of  July,  the  secretary  of 
war,  by  letter,  authorized  the  commanding  ge¬ 
neral  to  call  on  Pennsylvania  for  men  ;  on 
Virginia,  for  2,000  men,  &€.  as  before  stated. 
This  letter  was  not  received  by  General  Winder 
unlil  about  the  8th  of  August,  as  appeals  by  his 
correspondence  with  the  governor  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  after  a  lapse  of  about  23  <lays.  In  explain¬ 
ing  the  delay  in  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  Gene¬ 
ral  Winder  says  it  originated  from  his  being  in 
constant  motion  in  traversing  and  examining  the 
situation  and  various  military  positions  of  his 
command,  and  the  letter  had  gone  the  circuit 
with  him  without  liaving  received  it.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  for  the  committee  to  say  what  particu¬ 
lar  influence  this  circumstance  had  upon  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  troops  :  and  it  may  be  proper  here 
to  state,  that  the  difficulties  obtained  in  relation 
to  the  militia  laws  of  Pennsylvania  had  no  bear¬ 
ing  upon  the  failure  of  our  arms,  as  no  specific 
call  was  made  upon  tliat  state  till  tlie  17th  of 
August,  when  one  regiment  was  demanded,  and 
on  the  18th  the  whole  5, (KK)  were  demanded ; 
but  this  requisition  was  not  receiveil  by  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Pennsylvania  until  the  evening  of  the 
21^,  at  which  time  the  Pennsylvania  detach¬ 
ment  had  been  designated  under,  the  requisition 
of  the  4th,  and  ready  for  the  call  which  was 
made  upon  it. 

3d]y.  The  unfortunate  circumstances  which 
delayed  the  arming  of  a  Virginia  regiment  under 
Colonel  George  Minor,  consisting  of  600  infan¬ 
try  and  100  hoi^e,  who  arrived  in  the  city  of 
Washington  late  on  the  evening  of  the  23d.  Co¬ 
lonel  Miiiof  called  on  the  secretary  of  war,  after 
early  candle  light,  for  orders.  ^  Colonel  Carber- 
fy  had  been  charged  with  supplying  the  various 
corps  with  amas,  ammunition,  he.  Colonel  Mi¬ 
nor  was  directed  to  report  himself  to  Colonel 
Carberry  early  next  morning,  who  would  furnish 
him.  Colonel  Minor  was  in  pursuit  of  Colonel 
Carberry  from  very  early  in  the  morning  until 
late  in  the  forenoon,  w  ithout  (inding  him ;  and 
after  obtaining  an  order  from  General  Winder, 
marched  his  regiment  to  Greenleaf’s  point  to 


the  arsenal  and  magazine Where  he  again  met 
with  difficulties  a.s  ^fore  stated,  which  delayed 
his  march  and  prevented  him  from  being  in  the 
action.  Having  made  this  recapitulation  of 
fects,  the  military  question  is  pre^ientf  d  for_con^ 
sideration  :  and  having  furnished  the  most  ample 
means  to  the  house,  to  form  correct  opinions  oa 
tliis  part  of  the  inquiry,  and  as  most  of  the  com- 
innnieations  from  military  chai*acters  enter  more 
or  less  iiito  tins  military  view,  the  committee 
take  it  for  granted  that,  they  have  discharged 
their  duty,  by  the  view  they  have  takers  ami 
submit  this  question  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

'HIE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

As  it  regards  the  part  taken  by  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  including  the  destruction  of  the  na* 
vy  yard,  ^c.  the  solicitude  of  the  president,  in 
anticipation  of  the  probable  designs  of  the  ene¬ 
my  against  this  city  and  tlie  adjacent  country, 
induced  the  .secretary  of  the  navy  to  cause  three 
twelve  pounders  to  be  mounted  on  held  car¬ 
riages,  and  completely  furnished  for  field  ser¬ 
vice,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  and  the  marines 
trained  to  act  as  infantry  or  artillery.  Previous 
to  the  reinforcement  of  the  enemy  in  the  Pa^ 
tuxent,  he  caused  to  be  mounted  two  long  eigh¬ 
teen  poumlers  on  field  carriages,  and  prepared 
for  field  service,  to  be  given  to  Commodore  Bar¬ 
ney,  in  case  of  emergency,  to  co-operate  with 
the  land  forces;  and  Commodore  Barney  was 
instructed  to  prepare  for  tins  eventual  service 
ill  case  he  had  to  abandon  his  flotilla.  On  tlie 
18th  of  August,  the  secretary  receiverl  the  first 
I  intelligence  of  the  reinforcement  of  the  enemy  ; 
the  day  on  which  they  landed  at  Benedict.  Com- 
*  modore  Barney  was  ordered  to  destroy  ills  flo¬ 
tilla  whenever  it  appeared  certain  tliat  it  would 
otherwise  be  captured,  and  to  unite  and  co-opc- 
i-ate  with  the  forces  under  command  of  General 
I  Winder.  liCtters  were  cl€\spatchcd  to  Coramo- 
j  dore  Rogers  and  Captain  Porter,  with  orders  to 
I  repair  w  ith  their  forces  towards  the  city  of  Wasli- 
I  ington,  with  the  utmost  expedition  ;  with  every 
exertion.  Commodore  Rogers  was  unable  to 
reach  the  city  by  the  24tlu  'Pho  euemy  entered 
oiir  waters  the  16th  ;  it  was-  known  in  this 
city  on  the  18Ui ;  marched  from  Bnuedjjpt  on  tlui 
20th ;  and  entered  this  citv  on  the.  24th ;  and 
left  it  precipitately  on  the  evening  ot*  the25ti . 
The  secretary  of  the  navy  called  on  General 
Winder  on  the  20th  ;  pointeil  out  the  volunteer 
mechanics  of  the  navy  yard,  then  in  his  army, 
who  were  good  axemen,  anil  would  act  w  ith  ef¬ 
fect  as  pioneers.  It  was  uiiderstoml  that  a  large 
squadron  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  had  passed  tlie 
principal  obstacle  in  the  navigatiou  of  the  Ifoto- 
mac,  and  was  ascending  to  co-operate  with  their 
land  forces.  The  secretary  of  tlie  navy  express¬ 
ed  solicitude  for. Fort  Washington,  and  proposed 
to  throw  into  that,  fort  tlie  inarincs  and  part  of 
♦  he  seamen  for  its  dclV  jKe;  the  commanding 
general  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  lessen  his 
force  by  abstraction  of  a  »  ait  so.t  fliideat  as  the 
niarlne.s  and  seamen. 
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The  secretary  o4'  the  iiavy  visited  the  navy 
yard  on  the  21st ;  inquired  the  means  of  trans¬ 
portation  and  the  assistance  left  in  the  yard. — 
Tlie  mechanics  of  the  yard  had  been  with  the 
army  from  the  first  alarm  :  four  officers  and  a 
lew  of  the  ordinary,  chiefly  blacks,  remained  : 
two  of  the  old  jjun  boats,  the  only  craft  for 
transportation.  The  wagons  of  this  district  had 
been  pressed  for  the  army ;  and  the  blacks  usual¬ 
ly  in  the  market  for  hire,  were  employed  at  the 
works  at  Bladensburgh.  Orders  were  given  for 
every  means  of  transportation  to  be  used.  The 
public  vessels  afloat  were,  the  new  sloop  of  war 
Argus,  the  new  schooner  Lynx,  three  barges,  and 
two  gun  boats.  On  the  hip,  the  frigate  Cobim- 
bia,  of  the  largest  class,  nearly  ready  for  launch¬ 
ing  ;  her  equipments  generally  made  and  ready, 
or  in  great  forwardness.  Besides  the  buildings, 
engines,  fixtures,  shop  furniture,  of  the  several 
mechanical  branches,  in  the  navy  yard,  there 
were  about  100  tons  of  cordage,  some  canvass, 
considerable  quantity  of  saltpetre,  copper, 
iron,  lead,  block  tin,  naval  and  military  stores, 
implements,  and  fixed  ammunition,  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  manufactured  articles  in  all  the  branch¬ 
es  ;  1,743  barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  279  barrels 
of  whiskey,  some  plank  and  timber. 

The  secretary  states,  that  he  had  no  means 
left  to  transport  the  sloop  Argus,  nor  place  of 
safety,  in  his  opinion,  if  the  enemy  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  city.  He  ordered  the  barges  to 
the  Little  Falls.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th 
the  secretary  visited  the  headquarters  of  Gen. 
Winder,  near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge.  The 
president  and  some  of  the  heads  of  departments 
were  present.  The  secretary  of  the  navy  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  president  the  consideration  of  the 
navy  yard,  in  the  presence  of  the  secretaries  of 
war  and  treasury.  The  public  vessels  and  pub¬ 
lic  property  were  described  ;  the  importance  of  j 
the  supplies  and  shipping  to  the  enemy  ;/and  no 
doubt  seemed  to  be  entertained  of  the  union  of 
the  squadron  and  the  land  forces,  should  the 
enemy  succeed  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  Gen.  Winder  having  distinctly  sta¬ 
ted  that  morniqg  that  Fort  Washington  could 
not  be  defended.  In  this  event  nothing  could 
be  more  clear  than  the  plunder  and  destruction 
of  the  .public  buildings  and  property  of  the 
navy  yard  ;  and  whether  a  junction  was  formed, 
or  the  laud  forces  alone  took  the  city,  the  loss 
of  the  navy  yard  and  public  property  was  cer¬ 
tain.  Upon  this  representation  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  in  his  report,  says,  it  was  distinctly 
understood,  as  the  result  of  the  conversation, 
that  the  public  shipping,  naval  and  military 
stores  and  provisions  at  the  navy  yard,  should  be 
destroyed  in  the  event  of  the  enemy’s  obtaining 
possession  of  the  city.  It  appears  that  the  ar- 
ticles^o  be  destroyed  were  in  store  and  could 
not  be  separated  from  those  establishments 
which  might  have  been  left ;  one  of  the  barges 
was  sent  to  Alexandria  and  remained  there  until 
taken  by  the  enemy ;  one  gun  boat,  with  salt 
provisieng,  has  been  recovered,  the  other  was 


laden  with  gunpowder,  but  run  aground,  and  wa? 
plundered  by  the  inhabitants  about  the  navy 
yard.  The  powder  and  part  of  the  provisions, 
have  been  recovered.  The  new  schooner  Lyux 
escaped  the  flames  and  remains  without  much 
injury.  The  metallic  articles  are  chiefly  all 
saved,  and  the  timber  in  dock  and  that  which  is 
partially  consumed  will  be  useful.  The  ma¬ 
chinery  of  the  steam  engine  is  not  much  Injured; 
the  boiler  is  perfect.  The  buildings,  with  the 
exceptiou  of  the  house  of  the  commandant,  the 
lieutenant  of  the  guards,  the  guard  houses, 
the  gateway,  and  one  other  building,  are  all  de¬ 
stroyed  ;  the  walls  of  some  appear  entire.  The 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the 
naval  heroes  who  fell  in  the  attack  upon  Tripoli, 
is  a  little  defaced.  The  issuing  store  of  the 
yard  and  its  contents,  which  escaped  the  original 
conflagration,  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  on 
the  25th. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  public  property 
and  buildings  is  the  most  accurate  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  which  to 
them  is  as  satisfactory  and  as  accurate  as  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  would  admit,  viz. 

The  capitol,  from  its  foundation  to 
its  destniction.  including  origi¬ 
nal  cost,  alterations,  repairs,  &c.  787,163  28 

The  president’s  house,  including 

all  costs,  334,334  00 

Public  offices,  trcasiiry,  state,  war 
and  navy,  93,613  82 

$1,215,111  10 

The  bniklings  have  been  examined 
by  order  of  a  committee  of  the 
senate.  The  walls  of  the  capi¬ 
tol  and  the  president’s  house 
are  good,  and  require  repair  on¬ 
ly.  The  walls  of  the  public  of¬ 
fices  are  not  sufficient.  It  is  sup¬ 
posed  that  the  sum  of  $460,000 
will  be  sufficient  to  place  the 
buildings  in  the  situation  they 
were  in  previous  -to  their  de¬ 
struction,  460,000  00 

Loss  sustained  in  the  navy  yard, 

In  movable  property,  417,745  54 

In  buildings  and  fixtures,  91,425  53 

$969,171  04 

To  this  sum  must  be  adtied  the 
public  library,  estimated  at 


An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  re¬ 
building,  in  a  plain  and  substan¬ 
tial  manner,  the  navy  yard,  so 
as  to  carry  on  all  the  public 
works  with  as  much  advantage 
and  convenience  as  previous  to 
its  destruction,  62,370  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 


No.  1, 

2, 


shop, 


Frigate  Columbia, 

Sloop  ot‘  war  x\rg«s,  . 

One  large  pow  galley,  . 

Two  'Jinall  do. 

One  anned  scow,  . 

One  do. 

Gun  boats,  row  boats,  &c. 
Boatbuilder’s  shop,  . 
Blarksmith’s  and  plurainer’s  j 
Cooper’s  shop, 

Gun  carriage  shop,  &c. 
Painter’s  sliop, 

Rk»ck maker’s  shop,  . 

Medical  store. 

Ordnance  store,  kc.  . 

Naval  stores,  cordage,  kc. 
Copper,  iron,  leatl,  &c.  &c. 
Navy  storekeeper’s  stores, 
i  Ordnance  small  arms. 
Provisions  and  contingencies, 
Ti'mtK)r,  plank,  knees,  kc. 
Anchors, 

Miscellaneous  aiticles. 


CAPTURE  OF  ALEXANDRIA.  | 

In  relation  to  the  conduct  ot*  the  corporation 
of  Alexandria,  and  its  capture  by  the  enemy  in 
his  recent  enterprise,  the  committee  have  been 
furnished  with  various  documents  and  informa- 
tiiui,  and  to  which  the  committee  refer  :  but 
in  justice  to  the  town  and  to  the  public,  a  brief 
retrospect  may  not  be  deemed  improper,  as 
connecting  certain  events  with  the  surrender  of 
the  town  on  the  29th  of  August.  October,  1812, 
a  volunteer  company  was  raised  in  Alexandria, 
amounting  to  about  70,  including  olficers  ; — 
clothed  by  voluntary  aid  and  donation  from  the 
citizens  of  Alexandria  ;  intended  for  the  lines, 
but  stationed  at  fort  Washington  ;  remained  in 
garrison  till  December  ;  ordered  to  Annapolis, 
and  there  discharged.  March,  1813,  Captain 
Marstellar’s'  company  of  artillery  stationed  at 
fort  Washington  for  upwards  of  three  months. 
21st  of  March,  1813,  corporation,  by  committee, 
called  on  the  secretary  of  war  lor  arms,  &c.  for 
the  defence  of  Alexandria.  8th  of  May,  cor¬ 
poration,  by  committee,  waited  upon  the  presi¬ 
dent  to  apprize  him  of  the  defenceless  state  of 
the  town  :  president  acknowledged  that  atten¬ 
tion  was  due  to  the  representations  of  respecta¬ 
ble  men,  and  the  proper  attention  should  be 
given,  and  at  the  same  time  apprized  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  impossibility,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  to  give  complete  protection  to  every  as¬ 
sailable  point  of  the  country.  11th  of  May, 
committee  of  vigilance  appointed  to  co-operate 
'viththe  committee  of  Georgetown  and  city  of 
Washington  r  a  deputation  from  the  three  couo- 
mittees  waited  upon  Gen.  Armstrong,  and  re¬ 
presented  the  neaessity  of  additional  fbrtifioa* 


Original  va¬ 
lue. 

Value  re¬ 
covered. 

116,123  05 

10,432 

75,000 

10,186  55 

4,500 

1,467  47 

6,000 

722  80 

1,610  54 

956  09 

1,096  29 

.  586  67 

6,553  34 

5,773  34 

2,962  98 

4,532  80 

1,996  50 

7,68’9  75 

2,854  04 

525 

869  97 

15 

1,610 

-  2,679  84 

18,760  90 

78,262  25 

49,965  27 

42,522  40 

2f),43l  77 

2,921  89 

173.284  97 

162,026  22 

46,962  04 

4,071  44 

45,000 

12,400  94 

12,400  94 

1,380  13 

648  85 

678,210  71 

260,465  20 

Real  loss. 

405,691  05 
64,813  45 
3,022  53 
5,277  20 
654  45 
509  60 
780  00 
2,962  98r 
2,563  30 
4,835  71 
525 
854  9T 
1,610 
2,679  84 
18,769  90 
78,262  25 
7,442  87 
17,509  88 
10,358  75 
42,890  60 
45,U00 

/31  18 

417,745  51 


tions  at  fort  Washington  :  Col.  Wadsworth  wai - 
ordered  to  attend  the  committee,  examine  and 
report  upon  their  suggestions.  The  examina¬ 
tion  was  made,  and  Col.  Wadsworth  reported 
that  the  batten'  at  fort  Washington  was  in  such 
a  state,  and  it  so  effectually  commanded  tlie 
channel  of  the  Potomac,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to 
pass  it  while  its  present  defences  remain  entire. 
Its  elevated  situation  should  prevent  dread  of 
cannonading  from  ships  ;  that  in  case  of  designs 
against  the  district  of  Columbia,  an  assault  by 
land  was  most  probable  ;  to  guard  against  this 
some  inconsidei'abie  work  on  the  land  was  re¬ 
commended  ;  an  additional  fort  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  was  coiwidered  unnecessary.  On  the  5th 
and  1.3th  of  August,  1814,  the  corporation  loan¬ 
ed  to  the  United  States  35,000  dollars,,  upon  con¬ 
dition  that  it  should  be  expended  south  of  Alex¬ 
andria.  After  the  defeat  of  Gen.  Winder  at 
Bladensbnrgh,  the  corporation  by  committee 
waited  upon  the  British  commander  at  this  city, 
to  know  what  treatment  was  to  be  expected, 
provided  Alexandria  should  fall  into  his  hands. 
Admiral  Cockburn  assured  the  deputation  that 
private  property  would  be  respected ;  that 
probably  some  fresh  provisions  and  flour  might 
be  wanted,  but  they  should  be  paid  for.  With¬ 
out  tiring  a  gun,  on  the  27th  fort  Washington 
was  blown  up  and  abandoned  by  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  Capt.  Dyson,  who  has  been  disnsissed 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  a  sen¬ 
tence  of  a  court  martial,  in  consequence  of  it. 

On  the  28tb,  after  the  enemy’s  squadron  pass¬ 
ed  the  fort,  the  corporation,  by  deputation, 
proceeded  lo  Uie  ship  commaiided  by  captai» 
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Gonlon,  who  commanded,  and  requested  to  know 
his  intentions  in  regard  to  Alexandria  ;  which 
he  proposed  to  roininimicate  when  he  should 
come  opposite  the  town,  but  promised  that  the 
persons,  houses  and  furniture  of  the  citizens 
should  be  unmolested  if  he  met.  with  no  opposi¬ 
tion.  Next  day,  the  29tln  the  British  squadron 
was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  so  as  to  command  j 
the  whole  town.  There  were  2  frigates,  the 
Seahorse,  38  guns,  and  Euryalus,  36  guiis,  2 
rocket  ships  of  18  guns  each.  2  bomb  ships  of  8 
guns  each,  and  a  schooner  of  2  guns,  arranged 
along  the  town.  The  committee  will  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  condense  the  corres|>ortdeilce  and  terms 
of  surrender,  but  refer  to.it  as  a  part  of  the  re¬ 
port. 

One  hour  was  allowed  the  corporation  to  de-  j 
cide.  It  was  stated  to  the  British  officer  that 
the  common  council  had  no  power  to  compel ' 
the  return  of  the  merchandise  carried  to  the  [ 
rountr}%  nor  to  compel  the  citizens  to  aid  in 
raising  the  sunken  vessels :  these  two  points  1 
were  yielded  by  the  enemy.  The  enemy  was  j 
requested  to  explain  what  was  included  in  the  i 
term  merchandise  which  was  to  be  taken,  and  I 
in  answer  it  was  stated  that  it  would  embrace  | 
such  as  was  intended  for  exportation,  such  as 
tobacco,  cotton,  llour,  bale  goods,  &c.  The 
pliuider  of  the  enemy  was  indiscriminate  and 
not  confined  to  any  particular  class  of  individu¬ 
als,  and  included  alike  non-residents  and  inha¬ 
bitants.  The  plunder  of  the  ene-'iy  was  con¬ 
fined  priiK'ipally  to  dour,  cotton  and  tobacco. 

Estimate  of  the  loss  :  3  ships,  j  nrigs,  seve¬ 
ral  bay  and  river  craft,  some  vessels  burnt, 
16,000  barrels  flour  taken,  1,000  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  l/K)  bales  of  cotton,  5,000  dollars  worth 
tif  wines,  sugar,  &c.  In  relation  to  a  letter 
written  by  admiral  Codringtou  to  captain  Gor¬ 
don,  the  committee  will  rclier  to  the  entire  let¬ 
ter  of  General  John  Mason,  who  gives  a  satis¬ 
factory  history  of  this  transaction  ;  and  to  com¬ 
plete  this  part  of  the  subject  reference  is  had 
to  the  statement  of  General  Huiigerford,  giving 
the  movements  of  his  troops,  and  explains  the 
interviews  he  bad  with  the  deputation  from 
Alexandria,  on  his  march  to  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  success 
of  the  enemy  in  his  recent  enterprises  against 
tiiis  metropolis  and  the  neighbouring  town  ofl 
Alexandria,  &c.  the  committee  consulted  a ' 
jitode  of  investigation  least  embarrassing  to 
themselves*’  and  to  others.  They  determined 
that  as  it  was  indispensable  to  resort  to  some 
<>f  the  parties  for  information,  not  derivable 
from  other  sources,  it  would  be  equally  their 
duty  to  bear  as  far  as  practicable  those  who 
were  deeply  concerned  as  to  character  and  re¬ 
putation,  from  tlie  agency  they  had  in  this  un- 
tortunate  transaction,  with  a  determination, 
that  in  the  event  of  any  contradictions  in  ma¬ 
terial  v'ircumsta.vos,  to  resort  to  impartial 
fcources  tor  explauation  or  orrection.  (ii  the 
jjieUi  tiine  the  conntiiUec  called  upon  those 


who  may  be  considered  as  impartial  observer^ 
for  statements,  that  a  just  comparison  might*  be 
made  of  dilfereut  allegations  and  representa¬ 
tions  If,  therefore,  the  committee  have  failed 
to  call  upon  persons  in  possession  of  any  addi¬ 
tional  facts  and  views  not  submitted,  it  has  not 
been  iliroiigh  a  want  of  inclination  to  receive 
all  that  could  be  important,  but  from  a  want  of 
a  knowledge  of  such  persons  and  such  facts.  It 
w’as  a  question  with  the  toiiirnitti’e  at  its  earliest 
meeting,  whether  personal  examinations  before 
the  committee  ^;hDnld  be  adopted,  or  whether 
resort  should  be  had,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
call  tor  written  cominiinications  to  views  and 
interrogatories  sulunitteci  by  the  committee, 
aitfl  best  calculated  to  extract  every  important 
fact.  Several  cousidcralions  induced  llie  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  latter  mode. 

It  gave  the  commit  lee  command  of  part  of 
their  time  to  attend  to  other  public  duties 
equally  imperious  and  obligatory.  It  incurred 
nof^xpen.vc  to  government  or  individuals,  who 
were  not  interrupted  in  either  their  private 
concerns  or  public  duties.  The  committee 
knew  I  he  anxiety  of  the  house  to  have  this  in¬ 
quiry  closed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  which,  by  a 
different  course,  would  have  taken  up  the  whole 
of  tile  session,  and  encumbered  with  more  use¬ 
less  and  irrelevant  matter  and  views  than  will 
be  found  in  the  communications.  The  com¬ 
mittee  feel,  therefore,  confident,  that  the  house 
will  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
subject  lias  been  developed  ;  and  to  correct  any 
possible  error,  and  to  receive  any  important 
factor  additional  matter,  although  it  is  not  very 
probable  that  much  can  remain,  the  committee 
will  ask  leave  to  report,  with  a  reservation  of 
a  right  to  make  any  other  communication  that 
may  be  found  necessary  to  an  impartial  exami¬ 
nation  of  this  subject. 

APPENDIX. 

In  addition  to  the  rc|)ort  of  the  committee,  in 
order  to  give  a  more  satisiactory  view  and 
detail  upon  the  main  subjects  of  inquiry,  and 
a  variety  of  incidental  matter  which  has 
arisen  from  the  investigation,  the  following 
communications  are  referred  to  as  an  appen¬ 
dix  : 

1.  In  relation  to  the  measures  adopted  by 
administration;  and  the  part  taken  by  the  pre¬ 
sident  and  heads  of  departments,  the  cominit*- 
tee  refers  to  the  letters  from  the  secretaries  of 
state,  war,  navy,  and  the  attorney  general :  one 
is  also  expected  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  which  shall  be  communicated  when  receiv 
ed. 

3.  In  relation  to  the  steps  taken  and  mea¬ 
sures  adopted  by  the  secretary  of  war,  the  com¬ 
mittee  refers  to  the ‘co ires pondence  witli  the 
commanding  general,  the  governors  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  letter  ot 
Colonel  Tayloe,  two  reports  from  the  orduance* 
office,  as  to  arms,  military  stores,  &c. 

[To  be  continued,] 


